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Tlie  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Urban,  Hatfield  Rural  and  Welwyn  Rural  Districts, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1950. 

While  the  report  deals  in  the  main  with  environmental  health 
services  administered  by  the  District  Councils,  a  brief  account  of  the 
personal  health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  has  again 
been  incorporated  in  order  to  present  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the 
development  and  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Health  of  the  districts  during  the  year  under  review  continues 
to  be  good.  The  general  decline  in  the  Birth  Rates  since  the  War  has 
continued,  while  the  Infant  Mortality  Rates  are  satisfactory  although 
not  quite  so  low  as  last,  year  in  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  Garden  City. 
There  was  no  maternal  death  due  to  childbirth. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  light,  apart  from  a 
sharp  rise  in  the  notifications  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  during 
the  latter  quarter  of  the  year  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield. 
Six  sporadic  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  of  which  three  were  non¬ 
paralytic  cases,  while  the  other  three  have  some  residual  paralysis, 
although  they  have  responded  well  to  treatment.  Increasing  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  detailed  contact  tracing,  and  the  detection  of  mild 
abortive  cases  in  which  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  each  play  important  parts. 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  for  the  active  development  of  the 
clean  food  campaign  throughout  the  country.  Hatfield  taking  the 
lead  locally  staged  a  clean  food  exhibition  during  the  Spring  of  1949, 
and  in  the  year  under  review  a  detailed  programme  of  inspection  of 
catering  and  food  preparing  establishments,  and  health  education  in 
this  sphere  has  been  carried  out  in  each  District.  In  this  drive  I  must 
acknowledge  the  splendid  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  have 
given  so  much  of  their  time  to  detailed  inspections  in  which  technical 
ability  needs  to  be  wedded  to  a  tactful  and  helpful  approach  to  the 
individual  food  handler.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year,  especially  in  gaining  the  co-operation  of  the  catering 
and  food  trades,  but  continued  effort  must  be  directed  to  educating 
the  public  and  trade  in  the  need  for  improved  standards  of  cleanliness. 

The  report  for  Hatfield  sets  out  the  great  progress  made  by  that 
Council  and  the  Barnet  Water  Company  in  extending  the  public  main 
water  supply  to  the  outlying  rural  areas.  The  completion  of  the  exten¬ 
sions  at  Cromer  Hyde  Tylers  Causeway  and  Woodfield  Lane  leaves 
few  cottages  with  only  a  well  supply. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerks  and  other  Officers  of  the 
respective  District  Councils,  and  especially  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  have  helped  me  by  carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition 
to  their  routine  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  TAYLOR, 

August ,  1950.  Medical  Officer  o  f  Health. 
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Section  A  .—STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 


AREA. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,576 

Population  (mid  year  1950  as  estimated 

by  the  Registrar-General)  ...  18,230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st 

December,  1950  ...  ...  ...  5,191 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st 

December,  1950 .  £1 59,3  18 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  £841 


Social  Conditions. 

The  year  under  review  sees  Welwyn  Garden  City  on  the 
threshold  of  the  second  and  final  phase  of  expansion  as  a  New  Town 
to  attain  full  social  and  industrial  development,  with  a  population 
of  36,500.  Important  and  far-reaching  decisions  have  been  made 
during  the  year  regarding  the  improvement  of  the  social  services 
available  to  the  present  population,  and  their  extension  to  provide 
comprehensive  Health  and  Social  facilities  for  the  future  town. 
Thus  an  improved  site  has  been  defined  in  the  S.E.  part  of  the  New 
Town  Designated  Area  for  the  proposed  new  General  Hospital,  the 
relative  priorities  for  the  construction  of  Part  III  Health  Centres  in 
the  Town  have  been  decided,  and  facilities  for  the  future  expansion 
of  medical  and  dental  practices  discussed. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

Male 

...  52 

Female 

72 

Total 

124 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  ... 

•••  *39 

I  12 

251 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

IO 

Still  births 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

Deaths  of  infants 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

under  one  year 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Births. 

The  birth  rate  of  14*3  shows  that  the  progressive  decline  since 
the  high  rate  in  1946  has  been  maintained. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Five  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 


Female 

•  1  hour 

Asphyxia. 

Female 

1  month 

Pneumonia. 

Female 

3  months 

Pneumonia. 

Male 

4  months 

Gastro  enteritis. 

Male 

6  months 

Asphyxia. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Death  Rates,  Birth  Rates  and 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1940. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infant  Morality 

!94° 

10- 1 

I7-2 

58-2 

1941 

7'2 

16-3 

35'2 

1942 

7-2 

17-4 

48^4 

W43 

7‘5 

20-0 

17*4 

1944 

7'4 

22-8 

28*1 

*945 

Tl 

I9T 

49’4 

1946 

6-4  (u-5)* 

24-2  ( 1 9- 1 )  ^ 

!  28-1  (43)* 

1947 

7T  ( 1 2*0) 

22*1  (20-5) 

>9-3  (41) 

1948 

6-6  (io-8) 

21-0  (17-9) 

237  (34) 

1949 

6*8  (11-7) 

I7-4  (16-7) 

12-6  (32) 

1950 

6-8 

■4'3 

19-1 

*The  relative  figures  for  England  and  Wales.  The  absence  of  a 
maternal  death  and  the  low  child  mortality  figures  for  the  year  indicates 
the  high  standard  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  services  in  the 
area. 

Deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  all  deaths 
which  have  occurred — or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having  occurred 
in  the  town  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

Males 

4 

Females 

2 

Total 

6 

Influenza 

- — - 

I 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

I  I 

23 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Throm¬ 
bosis  ...  ...  "... 

4 

9 

*3 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

20 

40 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

9 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory 
diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Nephritis 

— 

2 

2 

Gastric  Ulcer  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis... 

1 

2 

3 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

— - 

1 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Homicide 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  causes  ... 

3 

9 

12 

52 

72 

124 
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Section  B .—GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
personal  health  services  in  the  town,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  in  Howardsgate  has  done  much  to  assist  in 
the  development  of  these  services  and  ensure  that  they  are  integrated 
with  the  environmental  health  and  sanitary  supervision  exercised  by 
the  District  Council.  Thus  the  domiciliary  midwifery,  child  welfare, 
health  visiting,  home  nursing,  home  help  and  day  nursery  services 
are  administered  by  the  County  Council,  while  the  Health  Association 
of  the  town  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  R.  L.  Reiss  has  continued 
to  render  valuable  assistance  in  the  staffing  of  the  clinics  and  on  many 
matters  concerning  the  nurses’  welfare. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Community  Centre 

Infant  Welfare  ...  2-4  p.m. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal...  2-4  p.m. 
^Ophthalmic  ...  9— 1 1  a.m 


Midwives’ Bookings  ...  3-4  p.m. 

'[Family  Planning  ...  f  6.30-8.30  p.m. 

\  1.30-3  p.m. 

* | Sub-Fertility  ...  ...  9.30-1 1 .30  a.m. 

Toddlers  ...  ...  2-4  p.m. 


Monday  and  Tuesday. 
Friday  (2nd  and  4th). 
Tuesday  (1st,  2nd, 
4th). 

Thursday. 

Monday. 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Friday  (1st.  3rd.  5th). 


Community  Centre  Annexe. 
Minor  Ailments  . . .  a.m. 


Monday  to  Friday. 
Doctor  attends  Mon- 


*  Speech  Therapy 
[[Dental 

Lawrence  Hall. 
Infant  Welfare 


2-4  p.m. 


day  a.m.). 

Wednesday  and  Friday. 
Wednesday. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday. 
Thursday  (2nd  and 
4th). 

Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day. 


*  By  appointment  only. 

|  Not  administered  by  County  Council, 
t  Temporarily  suspended. 


Attendances  at  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic  have  steadily  declined 
since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  during  July, 
19483  a  greater  proportion  of  women  being  under  the  direct  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Peartree  Maternity  Hospital  or  medical  practitioner 
during  pregnancy.  Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  expectant 
mothers  to  attend  the  clinic  early  in  pregnancy  for  full  clinical 
examination  and  blood  tests,  and  there  is  as  yet  no  evidence  that  the 
declining  attendances  at  the  clinic  indicates  a  failure  on  the  part  of 
expectant  mothers  to  obtain  satisfactory  advice  and  supervision  early 
during  pregnancy. 
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Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  and  Ante  Natal  Clinics ,  1950. 


Lawrence  Community 

Hall  Centre 

Infant  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  2,420  3,537 

Ante  Natal  ...  ...  ...  — -  147 

Post  Natal  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  5 


Attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  have  also  shown  a  fall 
during  the  year  but  the  general  standard  of  child  care,  nutrition  and 
health  observed  remains  satisfactory.  The  sessions  of  Child  Welfare 
undertaken  by  Dr.  Flora  Shepherd  at  the  Lawrence  Hall  are  of  special 
value  with  their  emphasis  on  the  emotional  development  of  the 
young  child  and  early  behaviour  problems. 

Midwifery  Service. 

The  establishment  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Maternity 
Hospital  at  Peartree  during  the  war  has  undoubtedly  created  a  very 
high  standard  of  midwifery  in  the  town,  and  the  hospital  is  now 
recognised  as  a  Part  II  Training  Centre  for  midwives.  Specialist 
advice  and  treatment  are  readily  available  at  the  hospital  for  difficult 
or  complicated  maternity  cases,  and  regular  ante-natal  and  post¬ 
natal  sessions  are  held  both  for  women  who  are  subsequently  entering 
the  hospital  for  delivery,  and  those  who  are  referred  back  to  their  own 
doctor  for  the  continued  ante-natal  supervision  before  delivery. 
A  full  time  midwife  is  employed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council 
for  the  town,  and  the  weekly  ante-natal  and  post-natal  session  is 
held  at  the  Community  Centre  for  the  supervision  of  domiciliary 
midwifery  cases.  In  addition  to  these  facilities  the  Applecroft  Nursing 
Home  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  is  also  mainly  engaged  with 
maternity  cases. 

Nursing  Services. 

The  nursing  staff  at  present  comprises  three  Health  Visitors, 
three  Home  Nurses  and  one  midwife  under  the  control  of  Miss 
E.  E.  Williams,  Divisional  Nursing  Officer.  In  addition  to  their 
clinic  duties,  the  nurses  provide  a  complete  Health  Visiting  and 
Domiciliary  Nursing  Service  for  general  and  maternity  cases.  Certain 
nurses  undertake  work  in  school  at  hygiene  inspections  or  routine 
medical  examinations.  Valuable  assistance  is  rendered  at  the  clinics 
by  teams  of  voluntary  helpers  who  keep  the  registers,  weigh  and 
measure  the  children,  sell  proprietary  infant  foods  and  vitamin 
preparations,  and  generally  release  the  doctor  and  health  visitor  for 
more  specialised  duties. 

School  Health  Service. 

The  medical  inspection  of  children  in  the  maintained  schools 
in  the  three  prescribed  age  groups,  namely,  5,  11  and  14  years,  and 
in  addition  the  8-year-old  group,  were  completed  during  the  year, 
over  1,000  children  being  examined  at  routine  inspections,  and  an 
equal  number  at  follow-up  examinations. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  ophthalmic  and 
orthopaedic  defects,  due  mainly  to  the  greater  attention  being  paid 
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to  the  vision  testing  of  young  entrants  and  to  the  noting  for  future 
observation  of  relatively  minor  postural  defects.  A  school  nurse  now 
attends  the  orthopaedic  session  for  school-children  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital  and  this  has  established  a  close  link  between  the  school 
health  service  and  the  work  of  the  orthopaedic  surgeon. 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  clinic  facilities  for 
speech  therapy,  ophthalmology  and  child  guidance.  Speech  therapy 
sessions  are  held  three  times  weekly  and  ophthalmic  sessions  three 
times  monthly  at  the  Community  Centre.  Children  for  orthoptic 
treatment  are  dealt  with  at  the  Hatfield  Centre,  and  child  guidance 
cases  at  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans.  With  the  impending  pop¬ 
ulation  increase  in  the  New  Town,  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  establish 
a  case  for  having  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic  in  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  area,  and  so  save  parents  the  tedious  journey  to  St.  Albans. 

Sixty-two  children  were  found  during  the  year  to  have  verminous 
heads  but  only  two  of  these  required  to  be  issued  with  cleansing 
notices.  In  no  case  was  there  a  need  for  a  cleansing  order  and  recourse 
to  the  Magistrate’s  Court. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

It  is  now  agreed  policy  to  press  for  vaccination  against  smallpox 
in  all  children  under  the  age  of  two  years,  and  over  this  age  only 
when  the  child  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be,  exposed  to  smallpox.  The 
need  for  diphtheria  immunisation  continues  to  be  as  great  as  ever, 
although  the  complete  absence  of  notification  of  the  disease  tends  to 
lull  parents  into  a  false  sense  of  security.  It  is  therefore  the  more 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  is  well 
up  to  safety  level,  and  measurably  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
country.  At  the  time  of  writing,  efforts  are  being  made  to  manu¬ 
facture,  in  this  country,  American-type  vaccines  for  whooping-cough 
prevention,  and  it  may  be  possible  in  the  near  future  to  initiate  a 
campaign  similar  to  that  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  expand  during  the  year,  and  is  now  a  major  function  of  the 
local  health  authority.  Twenty-five  home  helps  are  employed  and 
assist  between  30  and  40  households  in  the  town.  They  are  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dawson,  the  local  organiser  (Telephone  : 
Welwyn  Garden  4144),  who  is  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer.  The  great  benefits  resulting  from  the  work  of  the 
home  helps  in  families,  with  difficulties  due  to  illness  or  old  age,  are 
now  fully  appreciated  and  the  demand  continues  to  increase.  It  is 
through  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service  that 
the  present  heavy  burden  upon  the  hospitals  in  the  area  can  be 
relieved  to  a  large  degree,  and  there  is  always  a  very  close  link 
between  the  Home  Helps,  Home  Nurses,  Midwives  and  the  Almoners 
staff  of  the  larger  hospitals  in  the  District. 

The  charges  made  are  based  on  a  scale  which  is  rather  more 
generous  than  that  for  National  Assistance  and  special  consideration 
is  given  to  assist  those  families  where  there  are  urgent  financial 
difficulties. 
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Mental  Health  Services. 

This  service  is  administered  from  County  Hall  for  the  County 
as  a  whole.  The  duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the  Mental  Treatment 
Acts  for  this  area  is  Mr.  W.  R.  Best,  3,  Wellfield  Road,  Hatfield 
(Telephone  :  Hatfield  2239),  who  is  also  Divisional  Welfare  Officer. 
Several  mentally  defective  children  attend  the  Occupation  Centres  at 
Cell  Barnes  Colony,  St.  Albans,  and  at  Hertford. 


Day  Nurseries. 

There  are  two  Day  Nurseries  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  : 
(1)  Woodhall  Lane  ;  Matron,  Mrs.  B.  Squires  (Telephone  :  Welwyn 
Garden  3692),  with  70  places.  (2)  Church  Road  ;  Matron,  Mrs. 
M.  Goodall  (Telephone  :  Welwyn  Garden  3691),  with  52  places. 
Admissions  are  restricted  to  certain  priority  categories,  usually  where 
the  mother  has  of  necessity  to  go  out  to  work  to  maintain  herself  and 
her  family.  Applications  on  the  grounds  of  insufficient  income  are 
no  longer  admissible,  and  the  exclusion  of  this  particular  category 
has  led  to  the  waiting  lists  being  reduced  to  a  workable  minimum, 
so  that  now  the  demand  for  places  no  longer  exceeds  those  available. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Two  ambulances  of  the  County  Ambulance  Brigade  are  attached 
to  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Station  and,  operating  in  conjunction 
with  the  Fire  Brigade,  maintain  a  24-hour  cover  and  deal  with 
approximately  2,000  calls  annually.  Both  vehicles  have  been  recently 
equipped  with  short-wave  radio  to  conform  with  the  County’s  Radio 
Control  Scheme  and  can  be  mobilised  by  transmitter  stations  at 
St.  Albans  and  Hertford.  The  value  of  this  communications  link 
with  ambulances  has  already  been  demonstrated  in  certain  serious 
road  accident  cases,  where  it  was  possible  to  intercept  vehicles  engaged 
on  less  important  removals  and  deploy  them  with  the  minimum  of 
delay  to  the  scene  of  these  accidents. 

Training  of  ambulance  personnel  in  first  aid  work  is  conducted 
at  station  level  as  a  part  of  the  conditions  of  a  man’s  employment  in 
the  service,  but  in  addition  certain  members  follow  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Organisation  in  a  voluntary  capacity. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service,  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Council,  continues  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  transport  of 
hospital  treatment  cases. 

Old  PeopleA  Welfare. 

Increasing  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  welfare  of  old  people 
in  the  town.  The  W.V.S.  is  actively  interested  in  this  work,  and 
maintains  a  mobile  meals  service  in  addition  to  organising  old  people’s 
clubs,  and  the  regular  visiting  of  old  persons  in  their  homes.  Here 
again  there  is  a  close  link  between  the  voluntary  workers  in  this 
sphere  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Nurses. 
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Hospital  Facilities. 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  for  the  town  are  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
In  addition  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  with  17-20  beds,  and  the  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Maternity  Hospital  at  Peartree,  the  town  is  served  by 
the  several  large  hospitals  in  the  surrounding  towns,  where  full 
specialist  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  readily  available. 

The  Applecroft  Nursing  Home  is  a  private  establishment  taking 
solely  maternity  cases.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  in  need  of  hospital 
treatment  or  isolation  are  usually  transferred  in  the  first  place  to  the 
Sisters  Hospital  at  St.  Albans,  and  in  addition  the  Watford  Isolation, 
Barnet  General  Hospital,  Barnet,  and  the  Spittlesea  Isolation,  Luton, 
are  available  for  these  cases. 

General  Medical  Services. 

The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  is  the  body  responsible  for 
providing  the  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical  service 
in  the  area.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr.  A.  E.  Short)  has  his  offices 
at  156-158,  Fore  Street,  Hertford. 

Family  Planning. 

There  is  an  active  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  holding  clinics  at  the  Community  Centre, 
Mill  Green  Road.  Sessions  are  held  on  Mondays  6.30-8.30  p.m., 
and  Thursdays,  1.30-3  p.m.,  for  advice  on  birth  control,  and  on 
Fridays,  9.30-1 1.30  a.m.  for  advice  on  childlessness.  The  sub-fertility 
clinic  on  Friday  is  by  appointment  only  and  patients  must  be  referred 
through  their  own  private  doctor.  The  Family  Planning  Association 
is  a  voluntary  body  and  small  charges  are  made  to  the  patients  to 
cover  expenses.  Enquiries  are  welcomed  and  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Bowmer,  88,  Attimore  Road,  Welwyn 
Garden  City  (Telephone  :  Welwyn  Garden  270). 

Mortuary. 

Modern  mortuary  premises  are  maintained  by  the  Urban  District 
Council,  adjacent  to  the  Council  Offices.  Mr.  E.  Fitzgerald  continued 
during  the  year  to  act  as  part-time  mortuary  attendant,  having 
considerable  experience  of  this  work. 

Laboratory. 

• 

Adequate  laboratory  facilities  exist  at  the  laboratory  of  Hill  End 
Hospital,  St.  Albans,  and  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Luton  for  all  examinations  required  by  medical  practitioners  and 
the  sanitary  staff  of  the  District  Council.  During  the  year  42  specimens 
were  submitted  for  examination,  and  112  milk  samples.  Supplies  of 
diphtheria  immunisation  material,  diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  measles 
immune  globulins  are  available  to  practitioners  in  the  town  on  request, 
and  the  public  health  department  is  used  as  a  centre  to  which  practi¬ 
tioners  can  bring  in  specimens  or  materials  requiring  laboratory 
examinations. 
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Section  C .—INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum... 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

58 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

66 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Measles 

•••  349 

Food  Poisoning- 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

9 

Infective  Hepatitis 

15 

Food  Poisoning. 

A  small  outbreak  of  acute  gastro  enteritis  due  to  food  poisoning 
occurred  in  a  local  factory  during  September.  Investigation  disclosed 
a  total  of  six  cases,  although  as  only  one  person  is  resident  in  the  town, 
only  one  case  is  included  in  the  above  notifications.  Cause  of  the 
outbreak  was  the  practice  of  preparing  meat  dishes  the  day  before 
they  were  served  in  the  canteen,  with  inadequate  cooling  during  the 
interval  between  preparation  and  serving.  The  canteen  was,  on  the 
whole,  maintained  in  a  most  satisfactory  and  clean  order,  and  the 
management  co-operated  fully  in  the  investigation.  Instructions 
were  given  regarding  the  care  of  food  after  cooking,  and  no  further 
cases  were  reported  from  the  canteen. 

As  part  of  the  Council’s  Clean  Food  Campaign  the  Ministry 
of  Health  film,  “  Another  Case  of  Poisoning,”  was  shown  to  industrial 
canteen  workers,  and  school  meals  staff  during  the  year.  This 
illustrates  in  an  effective  and  practical  manner  some  of  the  common 
faults  giving  rise  to  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  majority  of  the  notifications  received  were  from  the  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Maternity  Hospital,  and  were  of  little  clinical  signifi¬ 
cance,  the  cause  not  being  related  to  infection  of  the  genital  tract. 

Infective  Hepatitis. 

During  January  six  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  were  notified, 
five  of  these  being  in  a  localised  area  around  Mill  Green  Road.  Local 
medical  practitioners  were  informed  of  these  cases  and  asked  to  take 
special  care  to  notify  further  cases  arising  in  the  town.  A  total  of 
fifteen  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  in  four  of  which  direct  spread 
of  infection  from  one  patient  to  another  was  established.  No  further 
cases  have  been  notified  since  November. 

Measles. 

There  was  a  high  incidence  of  measles  scattered  throughout  all 
districts  of  the  town  during  November  and  December.  The  cases 
were  universally  of  a  mild  character,  the  incidence  of  serious  complica¬ 
tions  being  very  low. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

This  also  showed  a  sharp  rise  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
although  here  again  cases  were  relatively  mild  in  character.  It  is 
usual  for  the  medical  practitioner  to  rely  upon  room  isolation  at  home, 
and  terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  although  in  cases  of  overcrowding  or  where  for  other  reasons 
it  is  difficult  to  arrange  for  satisfactory  segregation  of  the  patient, 
cases  are  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Ringworm. 

Four  children  were  found  to  have  ringworm  of  the  scalp  during 
the  year,  and  arrangements  made  for  treatment  at  hospital.  A  Woods 
Diagnostic  Lamp  was  available  for  diagnosis  through  the  School 
Health  Service,  and  no  further  cases  occurred  apart  from  these  two 
families. 

Tuberculosis. 

A  complete  check  was  made  on  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  present 
on  the  registers  for  this  area  during  the  year,  in  order  to  bring  the 
records  up  to  date,  and  as  correct  as  possible.  The  tuberculosis 
statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Male  Female 


Pul.  N/Pul. 

Pul.  N  Pul. 

Total 

On  register  at  31st  December, 

1 949  . 

72 

20 

57 

1 1 

160 

Removals  from  register  during 

the  year 

I  I 

3 

5 

2 

2  I 

Added  to  register  during  the 

year 

Cases  on  the  register  at  31st 

14 

1 

4 

1 

20 

December,  1950 

75 

18 

56 

10 

x59 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic 

at 

Osterhills 

Hospital, 

St. 

Albans, 

undertakes  the  diagnosis  and  supervision  of  all  cases  in  this  area, 
the  Chest  Physician  attending  on  Monday  mornings  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  patients  from  Welwyn  Garden  City.  In  each  case  following 
diagnosis,  home  visiting  is  promptly  arranged  through  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Health  Visitors  attached  to  the  clinic,  and  a  full  report  is 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  thus  able  to  assess 
the  home  circumstances  of  each  case  brought  on  to  the  register.  In 
order  to  ensure  full  consideration  of  the  special  housing  needs  of 
tuberculous  persons,  each  case  is  specially  reviewed  where  necessary 
by  the  Housing  Committee  upon  a  detailed  report  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  some  improvement  in  the 
hospital  and  sanatorium  accommodation  for  active  tuberculous 
persons  during  the  year,  so  that  the  danger  of  returning  these  active 
cases  to  their  homes  in  a  highly  infective  state,  in  close  contact  with 
other  members  of  the  family  and  young  children,  can  now  to  a  large 
extent  be  avoided  by  close  co-operation  between  the  hospital  authori¬ 
ties,  chest  physician  and  housing  committee. 

Mass  Radiography. 

Arrangements  were  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  a  visit  by 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  during  the  Spring  of  1951. 
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Section  D.  HOUSING. 


The  following  figures  for  the  year  are  provided  by  the  Housing 
Manager  : 

31st  December,  1950 
(including  150  tempor¬ 
ary  bungalows,  plus 
26  cottages) 


(a)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  1,826 

(b)  Number  of  families  housed  in  requi¬ 

sitioned  accommodation  ...  ...  7 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  temporary 

huts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(d)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year  : 

(i)  New  accommodation  (Temporary)  Nil 

(Permanent)  43 

(ii)  Other  accommodation  ...  ...  62 

(e)  Number  of  applicants  on  housing  lists...  1,683 


These  figures  illustrate  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to 
transfer  old  tenants  in  some  cases  to  new  houses,  in  order  to  obtain 
houses  at  lower  rental  for  letting  to  newer  and  younger  applicants. 
The  standard  of  construction  of  dwelling  houses  remains  high,  incor¬ 
porating  most  of  the  advances  in  design  and  building  technique  of 
the  post-war  years.  In  addition  to  the  houses  now  under  construction 
by  the  Council,  the  Development  Corporation  will  shortly  be  com¬ 
mencing  the  major  scheme  of  development  in  South  Parkway  and 
the  east  side  of  the  town. 


Section  E.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Undertaking  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Urban  District  Council. 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  deep  boreholes  in  the  chalk  forma¬ 
tion  in  the  valley  of  the  River  Mimram  where  the  pumping  station 
is  situated.  Six  pumps  raise  the  water  to  the  reservoir  on  the  Sherrards 
Woods  ridge,  which  provides  a  storage  capacity  of  1,000,000  gallons 
for  the  town  supply. 

From  the  same  station  the  Council  pump  water  in  bulk  to  the 
towers  and  reservoirs  of  the  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council  and  part 
of  the  Rural  District  of  Hertford. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
the  population  supplied  from  public  mains  are  as  follows  : — - 

Number  of  Number  of 
dwelling-houses  population 

( a )  Direct  to  houses  ...  ...  5,184  18,210 

(b)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  5  15 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several 
parts  has  been  entirely  satisfactory,  in  quality  and  quantity.  The 
major  part  of  the  public  supply  is  chlorinated  before  distribution. 
Water  samples  are  obtained  at  regular  intervals  and  a  total  of 


twenty-two  samples  of  the  public  supply  were  obtained  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  laboratory  examination.  Of  the  twenty-two  samples, 
twenty-one  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  and  one  to  be  of 
unsatisfactory  quality. 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  stated  concerning  the 
unsatisfactory  sample  that  it  was  of  a  quality  requiring  continuous 
chlorination  for  public  supply  purposes.  A  quantity  was  in  fact  being 
distributed  unchlorinated.  Immediate  arrangements  were  made  to 
divert  the  supply  so  that  it  could  be  all  chlorinated  before  distribution. 
Later  samples  from  the  same  source  were  satisfactory. 

Five  samples  of  raw  water  were  examined  bacteriologically  and 
one  was  examined  chemically.  Sixteen  samples  of  chlorinated  water 
were  examined,  twelve  bacteriologically  and  four  chemically  ;  of  the 
latter  two  samples  were  free  from  metals  and  two  contained  -03  and 
•04  parts  per  million  of  iron  respectively,  other  metals  being  absent. 


■Laboratory  Reports  on  the  Public  Water  Supply. 

The  reports  following  are  representative  reports  of  such  examina¬ 
tions. 

(a)  One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a  tap  from  Main  at  27, 
Fordwich  Road  and  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The 
result  was  as  follows  : — 


“  Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  19th  October,  1950, 
from  Welwyn  Garden  City  U.D.C. 


Taken  by  Mr.  Stockdale. 

Dated  18th  October,  1950,  11  a.m. 


Appearance 
Colour 
Reaction  pH 

Electric  Conducivity  at  20°  C.... 
Total  Solids  180°  C. 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride 
Hardness  :  Permanent  ... 

Temporary 

Total 

Metals 

*Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ... 

*  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ... 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

Residual  chlorine 

*  To  convert  to  ammonia  m 


Chemical  Results 
in  parts  per  million. 

Clear  and  bright.  Turbidity — 

Nil. 

Normal — Odour  very  faintly 
chlorinous. 

7*2.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  22. 

53° 

355 

16 

45 

240 

285 

Absent 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

o-oo 

240 

Absent 

ultiply  by  1  -2 1 . 


T4 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard 
in  character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree  and  it  contains  no  excess 
of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality,  carries  no  residual  chlorine  and  only  a 
faint  chlorinous  odour  was  found.  No  abnormal  taste  was  detected 
in  this  water.  From  the  aspect  of  chemical  analysis  these  results  are 
consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

{Signed)  Gordon  Miles. 

For  The  Counties  Public  Flealth  Laboratories. 

(b)  Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a  sample  of 
water  received  ist  September,  1950,  from  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban 
District  Council.  Labelled — Tap  from  main  in  canteen  at  Temple- 
wood  School  (after  chlorination). 

Date  31st  August,  1950  Signed  and  taken,  M.  Stockdale. 

Witness  :  Messrs.  Freegard  &  Howe. 


Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  c.c.  or  mil.  in  : — 


Bacteriological  Results. 


1  day  at  370  C. 

2  days  at  370  C. 

3  days  at  20°  C. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reac¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bact.  Coli  ...  ...  ... 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 


Nil  per  ml. 

Nil  per  ml. 

3  per  ml. 

Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  is  a  very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  consistent 
with  a  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

{Signed)  Gordon  Miles. 

For  File  Counties  Health  Laboratories. 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  town  is  sewered  on  the  separate  system.  Surface  water  is 
drained  to  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Mimram  rivers,  which  bound 
the  district  on  the  south  and  north  respectively. 

Foul  water  is  gathered  by  tributary  sewers  to  the  main  trunk 
sewer  which  traverses  the  town  from  south-west  to  north-east,  and 
discharges  into  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
district.  The  whole  drainage  system  is  new  and  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 
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Sewage  from  the  Valley  Road  District  is  raised  by  an  auto¬ 
matically  controlled  Pumping  Station  to  the  head  of  the  main  sewer. 

The  system  of  disposal  consists  of  detritus  tanks,  screens,  con¬ 
tinuous-flow  settlement  tanks,  dosing  tanks  and  percolating  filters 
fed  through  revolving  sprinklers.  Sludge  effluent  is  discharged  on  the 
surface  of  adjoining  land  without  nuisance. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system  with 
the  exception  of  those  cottages  (rural  in  character)  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  district,  where  the  pail  system  is  in  operation,  and  where  the 
occupants  arrange  to  bury  the  contents  in  their  gardens. 

( a )  No.  of  pail  closets  abolished  ;  water  closets 

installed  and  connected  to  a  water  carriage 
system  during  recent  years  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  No.  of  pail  closets  remaining  at  the  end  of  1950  ...  35 

Of  the  35  houses  having  pail  closets,  19  are  the  subject  of  demoli¬ 
tion  orders. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  All  premises  have  galvanised 
iron  dustbins  for  the  deposit  of  refuse.  Their  provision  is  enforceable 
by  section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Act,  1932.  Refuse  is 
collected  weekly  in  covered  motor  vehicles  by  the  Council’s  Refuse 
Collection  Service. 

All  such  refuse  is  tipped  at  a  dump  near  Stanborough  Lane  and 
is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Such  rats  as  may  be  gain  access 
to  the  dump  or  its  surroundings  are  destroyed  with  poison  and  hydro¬ 
cyanic  acid  gas  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(b)  Street  Cleansing.  This  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor. 

(c)  Gully  Cleansing.  All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  are  respon¬ 
sible  are  regularly  emptied  and  flushed  by  Contract  Gully  Cleansing, 
Ltd.,  who  are  employed  by  the  Council  under  contract  for  this  purpose. 

(d)  Such  cesspools  as  there  are  are  emptied  by  Private  Contractors 
at  the  request  of  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  of  the  premises 
concerned. 

(e)  Dustbins.  The  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  Service  notifies 
the  Public  Health  Department  of  any  defective  dustbins  they  find. 
1 04  new  bins  were  provided  during  the  year  on  owners  being  requested 
to  do  so.  Details  are  as  follows  : — - 

Urban  District  Council  ...  ...  _  ...  36 

Development  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  45 

Other  Property  Companies  ...  ...  ...  2 

Private  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

[a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  : — 


Inspections  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  ...  94 

,,  Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ...  14 

,5  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Food  Premises  (not  otherwise  included)  ...  125 

,,  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Infested  Premises  (rats  and  mice)  ...  ...  2,513 

,,  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  re  Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

,,  of  Dwellings  (excluding  Inspections  under 

H.A.,  1936)  154 

,,  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  Premises  treated  for  Bed  Bugs  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Premises  Disinfected  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  under  H. A.,  1936...  ...  125 

Special  Inspections  or  Visits  made  re  : — 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Council  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

(b)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  68 

(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  7 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices. 

66  were  complied  with  2  were  not  complied 
with  and  Statutory  Notices  then  served. 

(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices. 

7  were  complied  with. 


(iv)  ( a )  Shops. 

There  are  41  shops  in  the  district.  Twenty-live  inspections  of 
shops  have  been  made  ;  these  do  not  include  inspections  made  of 
shops  classified  as  Food  Premises. 

Shops  Act,  1 934. 

Plans  of  new  shops  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department 
before  they  are  approved,  and  representations  made  to  the  proposers 
where  it  appears  that  either  the  plans  do  not  conform  with  the  Public 
Plealth  Act,  1936,  or  that  structural  alterations  would  be  necessary 
on  the  shop  becoming  occupied,  because  the  shops  did  not  comply  with 
the  Shops  Act. 

The  following  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  the 


Shops  Act,  1934,  was  taken  : — 

Defects 

Found 

Informal 

Notices 

Defects 

Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

4 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Defects 

3 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances  or  defects 

5 

5 

5 

(b)  Offices. 

All  offices  in  the  district  are  of  modern  construction  and  have  a 
high  standard  of  fitness.  Separate  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided 
in  all  cases  where  both  sexes  are  employed.  The  conditions  found 
regarding  ventilation,  lighting  and  cleanliness  are  satisfactory.  Base¬ 
ment  rooms  are  not  used  for  clerical  employment.  All  buildings 
in  the  town  with  few  exceptions  are  constructed  without  basements. 


(v)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  six  occupied  caravans  which  are  being  controlled 
under  Town  Planning  procedure. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  observations  made. . .  ...  ...  ...  52 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  each  case  where  smoke  was  produced  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance, 
the  factories  concerned  took  steps  to  avoid  repetition  of  the  nuisance. 

It  appears  that  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is  com¬ 
paratively  unpolluted.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  high  consump¬ 
tion  of  electricity.  Practically  every  house  is  wired  for  electricity, 
and  domestic  consumption  in  the  town  is  believed  to  be  higher  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  country.  Factories  are  wired  for  electricity, 
which  in  all  instances  provides  the  motive  power.  Steam  boilers  or 
furnaces  are  used  for  heating  or  trade  processes  only. 

(vii)  Swimming  Pool. 

(1)  The  Lea  Valley  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  is  administered 
by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  five  samples  of  water  from  the  Pool  were 
examined. 

Considerable  improvements  were  available  for  the  1950  season, 
including  the  provision  of  a  continuous  system  of  chlorination  and 
filtration.  A  practical  result  from  this  was  that  for  the  first  time  the 
water  was  attractive  in  appearance  and  that  the  bottom  at  the  deep 
end  could  be  clearly  seen  at  all  times,  whereas  previously  it  was 
obscured.  In  addition  the  pool  is  now  an  attractive  one. 


Samples  bacteriologically  examined. 

Of  the  five  samples,  four  were  reported  as  being  of  water  suitable 
for  bathing  purposes  ;  one  sample  was  considered  as  indicating  that  a 
higher  standard  of  bacterial  purity  was  needed.  Steps  were  taken  to 
increase  the  rate  of  chlorine  dosage  and  later  samples  were  satis¬ 
factory. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 
(1)  Houses  found  infested 

[a)  Council  houses 

(b)  Other  houses 
Houses  disinfested 


•••  3 

2 

1 

—  3 
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(2)  The  proprietary  preparation  used  is  “  Zaldecide-DDT.” 
Method. 

Since  the  introduction  of  DDT  the  destruction  of  bed  bugs  has 
been  made  simple  and  effective.  The  fumigant  is  in  liquid  form  and 
is  projected  in  the  form  of  a  jet  or  fine  spray  into  the  infested  parts  of 
the  house  or  into  infested  furniture  and  other  articles.  No  sealing 
up  of  openings  or  the  removal  of  woodwork,  etc.,  is  necessary.  Rooms 
treated  may  be  re-occupied  the  same  day. 

(3)  Any  house  found  infested  is  at  once  treated  ;  the  tenants 
concerned  are  asked  to  report  at  once,  if  they  notice  any  fresh  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  bugs,  after  their  house  has  been  treated.  Emphasis 
is  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  presence  of  bugs  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of. 
The  value  of  cleanliness  is  also  stressed. 


1. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  \— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  221 

(2)  ( a )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  s  ub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  40 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  o 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Tear  without  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  26 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Note  :  19  houses  are  the  subject  of  existing  demolition  order. 

(c)  Proceedinds  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Section  F .—INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

(i)  There  are  6  milk  Distributors  registered,  of  whom  only 
3  occupy  premises  in  the  area.  The  major  portion  of  the  milk  sold 
is  produced  outside  the  district.  Three  premises  are  registered  as 
dairies. 

During  the  year  21  inspections  were  made  of  dairies. 

(2)  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations )  Regulations. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  during  1950  : — 

Licence  in  respect  of  the  establishment  at  which 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  bottled  ...  ...  1 

Licences  in  respect  of  other  premises  from  which  : — 

(a)  Pasteurised  milk  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  sold  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Sterilised  milk  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences. 

To  sell  “  Tuberculin  Tested  55  Milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contraventions. 

Seven  infringements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
were  found.  Informal  notices  were  sent  to  the  distributors  concerned 
and  complied  with  by  them. 

(3)  Biological  Examinations. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  section 
25  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  under  that  section  samples 
for  biological  examination  are  obtained  from  Tuberculin  Tested, 
accredited  and  non-designated  herds,  and  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  90  per  cent,  of  milk  sold  in  the 
Garden  City  has  been  pasteurised  or  heat  treated  before  being  retailed. 
Tests  of  milk  in  these  categories  by  the  phosphatase  test  showed  that 
of  77  samples  tested,  76  passed  this  test.  This  indicates  to  all  practical 
purposes  that  the  76  samples  were  free  from  pathogenic  organisms. 

4.  Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  112  samples  obtained 
during  the  year  are  given  below.  The  results  indicate  that  the 
Garden  City  Milk  Supply  is  of  satisfactory  cleanliness. 

'Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

From  October  1st,  1949,  new  regulations  abolished  the  Coliform 

test. 

Of  the  31  samples  obtained,  29  samples  passed  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  two  samples  failed  to  pass  this  test. 
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Pasteurised  Milk. 

Of  the  25  samples  obtained,  all  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
Phosphatase  tests. 


Tuberculin  Tested  ( Pasteurised )  Milk. 

Of  the  24  samples  obtained,  23  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
Phosphatase  tests  and  one  sample  passed  the  former  test  but  failed  to 
pass  the  latter  test. 

Heat  Treated  Milk. 

There  are  no  legally  prescribed  tests  for  this  grade  of  milk,  but 
the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests  are  appropriate.  Of  the 
28  samples  obtained,  all  passed  both  tests. 

Sterilised  Milk. 

Of  the  three  samples  obtained,  all  passed  the  Turbidity  Tests 


Raw  Milk. 

No  tests  are  legally  prescribed.  The  Methylene  Blue  test  is 
appropriate.  The  one  sample  obtained  failed  to  pass  this  test. 


Examination  of  Milk  Bottles. 

Some  empty  milk  bottles  were  obtained  immediately  before  they 
were  due  for  filling  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  laboratory  report  concluded  :  “  T  hese  are  good  bottle  counts. 
It  is  not  unusual  to  find  some  organisms  in  bottles  after  they  have 
been  cleaned  and  treated,  and  these  bottles  appear  to  have  been 
adequately  dealt  with.” 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  The  system  of 
inspection  in  operation  in  the  district  consists  of  the  inspection  of 
premises  selling  meat  and  other  foods  or  their  products,  such  premises 
were  found  to  be  generally  well  kept  and  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

A  number  of  meat  and  other  perishable  food  vendors’  vehicles 
come  into  the  district  ;  these  are  inspected  at  intervals. 

No.  of  official  inspections  of  Food  Premises  ...  ...  125 

,,  ,,  irregularities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Premises  manufacturing  or  retailing  food  were  found  to  be 
generally  of  satisfactory  hygienic  standard.  Infringements  were 
found  at  7  premises,  comprising  the  storage  of  soft  drinks  in  a  lobby 
to  a  sanitary  convenience,  a  leaking  roof,  absence  of  hot  water  supply 
(two),  dirty  premises  (five).  These  were  remedied  and  included 
the  provision  of  an  internal  hot  water  supply,  a  lavatory  basin,  and 
the  cleansing  and  decoration  of  five  premises. 
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Condemnation  of  Food. 

The  following  food  was  inspected  and  condemned  during  the 
year  as  unlit  for  human  consumption,  the  total  being  4,771  pounds. 


(1)  Uncooked  Food  : 

lbs. 

Meat  .  625 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  822 

(2)  Food  in  tins  : 

Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  524 

Meat  .  327 

Fruit  (all  packages)  .  ...  ...  554 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

(3)  Miscellaneous  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,344 


The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  concerning 
adulteration,  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  above  examinations  are  carried  out  at  : — 

(1)  Hill  End  Laboratory,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 

(2)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66,  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W.i. 

(3)  Public  Analyst,  Peek  House,  20,  Eastcheap,  London, 

E.C.3. 


(e)  Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  in  which  ice  cream  is  manu¬ 
factured.  During  the  year  a  total  of  22  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
obtained. 

In  the  case  of  two  wrapped  samples  their  contents  melted  before 
arrival  at  the  laboratory  and  the  test  being  consequently  a  test  of  the 
wrapping  as  well  as  of  the  ice  cream,  the  results  were  inadmissible. 
Four  more  samples  could  not  be  examined  at  the  laboratory  due  to 
their  water  bath  developing  a  leak.  This  left  sixteen  samples,  which 
were  graded  as  follows 

Provisional  .Grade 
1  2  3 

10  samples  3  samples  3  samples 

Although  the  number  of  samples  is  small,  the  results  may  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  examined  for 
fat  content,  there  being — at  the  time — no  legal  standard.  The  Public 
Analyst  reported  a  fat  content  of  10*2  per  cent.,  this  being  a  satis¬ 
factory  result. 

(f)  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

In  January,  1950,  the  Public  Health  Committee  recommended 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  improve  the  general  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  food  in  the  district.  It  was 
decided  to  carry  out  a  detailed  inspection  of  the  principal  canteens 
and  restaurants  in  order  to  assess  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  correct  obvious  faults  in  these  premises. 


Between  March  and  July,  28  canteens  or  restaurants  were 
inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Department.  The  general  assistant  left 
in  the  latter  month  and  after  this  it  was  not  possible  to  make  further 
progress. 

An  indication  of  the  large  number  of  canteen  meals  served  is 
given  by  the  fact  that  six  of  the  larger  factory  canteens  serve  approxi¬ 
mately  2,025  main  meals,  2,467  subsidiary  meals  and  5,100  teas  a  day. 

Premises. 

Generally,  the  larger  canteens  and  restaurants  are  satisfactory. 
Smaller  premises  are  often  inadequate  and  difficult  to  make  satisfactory. 

Storage  of  Food. 

Of  the  28  premises  18  had  satisfactory  refrigeration,  6  premises 
had  satisfactory  natural  storage  and  four  premises  were  unsatisfactory 
due  to  too  small  premises  and  food  not  properly  covered. 

Food  Preparation. 

Equipment  and  utensils  usually  well  maintained  and  stored  and 
a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  larger  premises.  Food  room  not 
large  enough  in  four  premises.  Cooking  facilities  adequate. 

Cleansing  Utensils. 

Multiple  sinks  or  washing  machines,  enabling  washing  and 
rinsing  to  be  carried  out  separately  provided  in  13  premises.  Provi¬ 
sion  occasionally  unsatisfactory  in  smaller  premises  due  to  lack  of  care 
and  drying  cloths  not  clean. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Frequently  unsatisfactory  including  unsuitable  containers  not 
properly  covered,  in  all  types  of  premises.  Action  taken  to  remedy 
these  deficiencies  following  inspection. 

Protective  Clothing. 

All  firms  arranged  for  the  washing  of  overalls,  but  only  eight 
provided  them. 

General. 

The  reports  on  the  28  premises  inspected  formed  a  useful  basis 
upon  which  further  action  will  be  based.  Management  and  staffs 
of  the  premises  visited  have  been  helpful  and  welcomed  suggestions 
made. 

The  well-trained  clean  worker  can  provide  a  stout  defence  against 
food  contamination  even  in  small  inadequate  premises. 

Publicity. 

To  show  the  need  for  greater  care  in  personal  cleanliness  and  the 
dangers  of  food  infection  a  series  of  lectures  were  given  to  food  handlers 
and  others.  The  lectures  were  illustrated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
film,  “  Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning,”  attendances  from  the 
larger  canteens  were  good. 

Clean  Food  Bye-Laws. 

These  were  made  by  the  Council  on  July  25th  and  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Food  on  26th  October,  1950.  They  provide  a  useful 
initial  code  to  obtain  clean  handling  of  food. 
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Section  G.  GENERAL,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF 
FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 

Number  of : 


Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Inspections 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical 

Power  ... 

•  •  • 

94 

8 

O 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical 

Power  ... 

.  •  • 

14 

3 

0 

OTHER  PREMISES  under 

the 

Act 

5 

0 

0 

Total 

”3 

1 1 

0 

2.  Defects  Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

offences  in 

Particulars. 

\ 

Referred 

respect  of 

Found  Remedied 

to  H.M. 

which  pro- 

Inspector 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

Insufficient 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9 

9 

0 

O 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

O 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

0 

O 

Total  ... 

10 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  Act,  1937,  Part  viii. 

The  occupiers  of  two  local  factories  issue  home  work  to  15  out¬ 
workers  in  the  town.  In  addition  three  local  outworkers  are  employed 
by  London  firms.  The  outwork  is  carried  out  in  wholesome  premises 
under  clean  conditions.  No  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during 
the  year. 

Factories — General  Information. 

All  factories  in  the  district  are  less  than  30  years  old  and  conse¬ 
quently  are  of  satisfactory  construction.  The  health  conditions  under 
which  factory  workers  are  employed  are  satisfactory.  Each  factory 
is  wired  for  electricity. 

Plans  for  all  new  factories  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  before  they  are  approved.  Where  the  Council  is  authorised 
to  reject  the  plans  by  reason  of  their  non-compliance  with  sections  37, 
43  or  59  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  plans  are  either  returned 
to  the  Proposers  for  agreed  amendment  or  rejected.  Where  there  is  no 
authority  to  reject  the  plans  but  the  erection  of  the  factory  concerned 
is  likely  to  give  rise  to  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  or 
the  Public  Plealth  Act,  1936,  appropriate  suggestions  are  made  to  the 
proposers. 
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Rats  and  Mice. 

From  the  ist  of  April,  1949,  the  County  Council  delegated  to 
this  Council  its  powers  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act, 
1919.  That  Act  was  repealed  on  31st  March,  1950,  by  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  under  which  Act  the  Council  then 
became  responsible,  directly,  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in 
the  town. 

Annual  contracts  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  are  entered 
into  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  all  types  of  factory  and  business 
premises.  ‘  The  charge  made  depends  on  the  size  of  and  conditions  at 
the  premises  concerned. 

During  the  year  1950  a  total  of  2,513  visits  were  made  to  premises 
to  destroy  rats  or  mice  or  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  present  ; 
this  figure  includes  the  survey  of  1 2 1  premises  to  ascertain  if  infestation 
was  present.  Action  was  taken  to  destroy  rats  or  rats  and  mice  on 
240  premises. 

Rats  or  rats  and  mice  were  found  on  163  premises  and  to  destroy 
them  1,629  visits  were  made. 

Alice  only  were  found  to  be  present  on  77  premises  and  to  destroy 
them  763  visits  were  made. 

In  February  103  manholes  were  test  baited  to  ascertain  the  degree 
of  infestation  in  the  sewers.  A  complete  or  partial  “  take  ”  occurred 
in  nine  manholes. 

In  April  a  sewer  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out  in 
25  manholes  in  the  areas  where  the  nine  cc  takes  ”  had  previously 
occurred.  This  resulted  in  a  complete  or  partial  take  of  bait  in 
12  manholes  in  which  poison  bait  was  then  laid. 

A  further  sewer  maintenance  treatment  was  carried  out  in 
September  in  the  same  areas,  21  manholes  being  baited,  of  which 
three  showed  a  “  take,”  and  in  which  poison  bait  was  then  laid. 
The  “  takes  ”  were  in  both  treatments,  mostly  partial.  This  fact, 
together  with  the  small  weight  of  bait  taken  indicated  that  the  degree 
of  infestation  was  small. 

Rats  and  mice  are  destroyed  by  the  methods  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Poisons  are  generally  used. 
Insect  Pests. 

Two  hundred  and  eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
destroy  ants,  wasps,  earwigs,  etc.  ;  ninety  premises  being  affected. 
Measures  necessary  to  destroy  the  pest  concerned  were  taken  by  the 
public  health  department.  The  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  work 
carried  out. 

Although  the  number  of  complaints  concerning  damage  by  the 
Furniture  Beetle  are  few  in  number,  their  presence  in  the  town  appears 
to  be  a  new  development.  This  beetle  not  only  damages  furniture 
but  also  floor-boards,  joists,  panelling,  etc. 


No.  of 

Visits 

premises 

made 

Pest 

affected 

Ants 

42 

I  10 

Wasps  ... 

I9 

37 

Earwigs 

7 

15 

Wood  Beetles  ... 

9 

25 

Miscellaneous 

13 

21 

Total  ... 

90 

208 

25 


Sanitary  Improvements  Carried  Out  After  Intimation  to 

the  Owner  or  Occupier. 

Nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with. 

Premises. 

Defective  house  roofs...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Galvanised  dust-bins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  104 

Damp  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  guttering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  ventilators  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ceilings  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  ranges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains. 

Defective  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Closet  Accommodation,  etc. 

New  W.C.s.  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes,  traps,  etc.  ...  ...  16 

New  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accommodation  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

General. 

Premises  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice  ...  ...  ...  240 

Insect  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  house  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  and  repairs  ...  ...  ...  20 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

New  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  gullies  and  manholes  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

4 

Infected  Premises. 

Disinfection. 

Number  of  infected  Rooms  disinfected  in  19  infected  houses,  27. 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

The  above  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  through 
the  Chief  Constable  of  Hertfordshire. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 . 

The  following  is  a  list  extracted  from  the  Register  of  Factories 
showing  the  wide  range  of  articles  manufactured  or  dealt  with  in  the 
town. 

Factories. 

Factories  making  the  following  — 


Agricultural  Machinery  ...  1 

Automatic  Machines  ...  1 

Building  Requisites  ...  3 

Cattle  and  Poultry  Foods  ...  1 

Cellulose  acetate  ...  ...  1 

Cement  Water  Proofers  ...  1 

Coil  and  Plelical  Springs  ...  2 

Combs  and  Vulcanite  Goods  1 
Corsets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cosmetics  and  Medicines  ...  1 

Cycle  Accessories  ...  ...  1 

Dresses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Electrical  Components  ...  1 

Electrical  Resistances  ...  1 

Electrodes  for  Welding  ...  1 

Enamels  :  Raw  ...  ...  1 

Grinding  Wheels  . ; .  ...  1 

Flair  Brushes  ...  ...  1 


Instruments  and  Light  En¬ 
gineering  ...  ...  ...  8 

Metal  Scrapers  ...  ...  1 

Metalworkers  ...  ...  2 

Moulding  Powders  ...  ...  2 

Paints  and  Varnishes  ...  1 

Radio  Sets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Radio  Set  Accessories  ...  1 

Red  Lead  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  Sweeping  Machines, 
etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Specialties  from  Paper  and 
Textiles  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steel  Office  Equipment  ...  1 

Strings  for  Tennis  Racquets  1 
Sweets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waterproofers  and  Stain- 
proofers  ...  ...  ...  1 


Factories. 


Bakery  and  Confectionery 


Electrical  Station  ...  ...  1 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  4 

Iron  Foundry  ...  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lead  Mills  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacturing  Chemists  ...  2 

Printing  Works  ...  ...  2 


In  addition  the  below-mentioned 
work  is  carried  out  in  Factories — 
Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  Repairing  ...  ...  2 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  1 

Engineering  :  Constructional  1 
Engineering  :  Heating  ...  2 

Gas  Apparatus  Repairing  ...  1 

Motor  Repairing  ...  ...  3 

Upholstering  ...  ...  1 
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HATFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  igjo . 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.G.P., 
D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

S.  W.  WRIGHT,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

D.  N.  FAULKNER,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative. 

L.  LAWRENCE  (Resigned  June,  1950). 

A.  FLINTOFF  (Appointed  August,  1950). 

Clerks. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  DEAMER. 

A.  A.  W.  CALLABY. 
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Section  A. — STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,733 

Population  (mid-year  1950,  as  estimated  by 

the  Registrar-General)  ...  ...  23,040 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  December, 

1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,205 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st 

December,  1950  ...  ...  ...  £180,544 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  for 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £701 


Social  Conditions. 

The  Hatfield  Rural  District  is  mainly  an  agricultural  and  resi¬ 
dential  area  extending  from  the  middle  of  Hertfordshire  to  the  borders 
of  Middlesex  and  the  northern  perimeter  of  the  Outer  Metropolitan 
area.  The  ancient  town  of  Hatfield  which  is  the  main  administrative 
and  social  centre  of  the  area  has  also  several  large  and  important 
industries  including  the  main  works  of  the  De  Havilland  Aircraft 
Company,  Limited. 

During  the  year  a  start  has  been  made  by  the  Hatfield  New  Town 
Development  Corporation,  to  develop  an  area  in  the  Roe  Green  Lane 
area  of  the  town,  and  there  have  been  important  discussions  regarding 
the  development  of  the  social  services  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  new 
town. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

•Male 
...  103 

Female 

9° 

Total 

193 

Number  of  live  births  ...  J  Legitimate 

164 

168 

332 

3  Illegitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Number  of  still  births  J  Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

\  Illegitimate 

— 

Number  of  deaths  of  f  Legitimate 

5 

5 

10 

infants  under  one  year  £  Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Births. 

The  gradual  fall  in  the  birth  rate  in  the  post-war  years  has  been 
maintained. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Eleven  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 


Male 

...  45  minutes 

Prematurity. 

Male 

13  hours 

Prematurity. 

Male 

17  hours 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

Male 

24  hours 

Prematurity. 

Female 

24  hours 

Prematurity. 

Female 

3  days 

Congenital  defect  of  blood 

Female 

6  days 

Prematurity. 

Female 

8  days 

Congenital  heart  defect. 

Male 

8  days 

Aspiration  pneumonia. 

Female 

2  months 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

Female 

5  months 

Cerebral  defect. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Death  Rates,  Birth  Rates  and 


Infant  Mortality 

rates  since  1940 

: — 

Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

1940 

9-2 

l8*0 

36-0 

J941 

9-2 

15-0 

36-6 

1942 

9'3 

18*4 

21-0 

J943 

9'1 

1545 

48-8 

*944 

io-8 

20-2 

29-4 

!945 

8-o 

I5-4 

42-1 

1946 

9-2  (11-5)* 

:9'°  (19-1)* 

24-6  (43)* 

1947 

8-9  (12*0) 

19-8  (20-5) 

41’1  (41) 

1948 

7*7  (io*8) 

:7'9  (V9) 

49-o  (34) 

!949 

9-2  (1 1-7) 

16*6  (16-7) 

i3-3  (32) 

1950 

7'7 

14-8 

32-2 

*  i  he  relative  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 


The  following  table  is  an  analysis  of  the  various  causes  of  all 
deaths  which  have  occurred  or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having 


occurred  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Cancer 

23 

14 

37 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

7 

9 

16 

Heart  Diseases 

34 

35 

69 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  ... 

6 

3 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

— 

3 

Others  deaths  from  violence 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  causes 

12 

15 

27 

103 

90 

*93 
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Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  for  administering  the  personal  health  services 
embracing  mainly  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Health 
Service,  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing  and  the  Home  Help  Service. 
The  Divisional  Health  Office  in  Howardsgate,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
has  taken  over  much  of  the  day-to-day  administration  of  these  services, 
while  Committees  of  voluntary  workers  are  active  in  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres,  and  are  responsible  for  a  large  part  of  the  local  arrangements 
for  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  the  Home  Help  Service. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Northcotts,  Hatfield  ... 
Birchwood  Ave.,  Hatfield 
Rrookmans  Park  Hotel 
Annexe 

*The  Cabin,  Cufffey 
Village  Hall,  Essendon 
Iron  Hall,  Little  Heath 
Scout  House,  North 
Mymms 


1 .45-4. 15  p.m. 
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2.30-4.30  p.m. 
2-4  p.m. 

2-4  p.m. 

2-4  p.m. 

2-4.30  p.m. 


j  Friday 

\  (alternating). 

Monday  (1st  and  3rd). 
Monday  (1st  and  3rd). 
Thursday  (2nd  and  4th) 
Monday  (2nd  and  4th), 

Thursday  (1st  and  3rd), 


Northcotts,  Hatfield. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  9. 30-1 1.30  a.m. 

...  1.30-3.30  p.m. 

...  f  9.30-12  noon 
\2~4  p.m. 

...  2.30-4.30  p.m. 
...  9.30-12.30  .am. 
2-5  p.m. 


■f Ophthalmic  ... 

|  Orthoptic 

■(■Speech  Therapy 
|Dental 


|  Orthodontic 
Minor  Ailments 


a.m. 

...  9.30-10. 15  a.m. 

*  Ante  and  Post  Natal  cases  are  seen 
■)■  By  appointment  only, 
i  Temporarily  suspended. 


Friday  (alternate). 
Tuesday  (2nd,  3rd  and 
4th). 

Thursday 

Tuesday. 

Thursday. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 
Tuesday  (1st  and  3rd) 
and  Wednesday. 

W ednesday  (alternate) . 
Tuesday  (2nd  and  4th). 

between  1.30  and  2.30  p.m. 


The  total  attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout 
the  district  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year.  There  has 
been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  numbers  attending  the  North 
Mymms  Clinic,  due  partly  to  the  attendance  of  mothers  and  children 
from  the  newly  developed  Hockey  Lane  Estate,  and  partly  from  an 
increase  from  the  mothers  and  children  in  North  Mymms. 


The  clinic  at  Birchwood  Avenue  continues  to  be  well  attended 
owing  to  the  steady  development  of  this  part  of  Hatfield,  and  indeed 
there  would  appear  to  be  a  steady  transfer  of  attendance  from  the 
Northcotts  Clinic  to  that  at  Birchwood.  The  Northcotts  Clinic  is  not 
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ideally  situated,  has  a  poor  approach,  and  is  an  inconvenient  building 
to  house  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  so  that  with  the  development  of  the 
new  town,  a  new  and  larger  centre  for  the  town  will  have  to  be 
provided  at  a  point  more  convenient  for  future  requirements.  Discus¬ 
sions  regarding  the  siting  of  this  centre  are  at  present  taking  place 
with  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Clinic  at  Essendon  has  been  strengthened  by  regular  attend¬ 
ances  of  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  at  each  session,  and  is  growing  in 
popularity,  serving  the  families  in  a  wide  rural  area. 

Nursing  Services. 

Six  full-time  nurses  and  one  part-time  nurse  provide  a  domiciliary 
nursing  service  for  the  district  under  the  general  control  of  Miss 
E.  E.  Williams,  Divisional  Nursing  Officer.  In  addition,  nurses  from 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hatfield  and  St.  Albans  assist  in  some  of  the 
outlying  districts  or  where  administratively  convenient.  Most  of 
them  undertake  school  health  duties  as  well  as  maternity  and  general 
nursing  and  infant  health  visiting.  Voluntary  helpers  continue  to 
render  great  assistance  to  the  health  visitors  in  charge  of  child  welfare 
centres  by  attending  to  the  more  routine  duties  such  as  the  issuing 
of  foods. 

School  Health  Service. 

* 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  Primary  School  at  Brookmans  Park, 
there  are  fifteen  schools  in  the  Hatfield  Rural  District  which  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council,  and  at  which  a  system 
of  regular  medical  inspection  and  follow-up  is  in  operation.  During 
the  year  routine  inspection  of  the  three  prescribed  age  groups  plus 
an  additional  group  of  eight-year-olds  was  carried  out,  together  with 
an  approximately  equal  number  of  re-inspections. 

The  incidence  of  defects  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
ophthalmic  and  orthopaedic  defects  noted,  accounted  for  mainly  by 
the  earlier  vision  testing  of  entrants  and  the  follow-up  of  minor  postural 
defects.  A  link  with  the  work  of  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  is  made  by 
a  school  nurse  attending  his  sessions  at  Northcotts. 

Ophthalmic,  Orthoptic  and  Speech  Therapy  sessions  are  held  at 
Northcotts  Clinic,  and  for  Child  Guidance  the  district  is  served  by  the 
Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Hill  End  Hospital.  Orthodontic  sessions  are 
held  fortnightly  at  Northcotts,  but  there  is  as  yet  no  sign  of  a  resumption 
of  the  school  dental  service  in  the  area. 

Twenty-seven  children  were  found  during  the  year  to  have 
verminous  heads  and  three  of  these  required  follow-up  notices.  This 
is  not  a  high  percentage  in  relation  to  the  number  of  children 
examined  and  in  no  case  was  there  a  necessity  for  court  action. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Vaccination  of  infants  against  small-pox  is  now  no  longer  com¬ 
pulsory  but  it  is  agreed  policy  to  encourage  it  below  the  age  of  two 
years.  The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
remains  at  a  satisfactorily  high  level  and  for  the  third  year  there  have 
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been  no  notifications  of  diphtheria.  This  pleasing  result  reflects  the 
untiring  vigilance  of  school  teachers  and  health  visitors  and  all 
concerned  with  the  prevention  of  diphtheria.  Whooping  cough 
immunisation  on  a  corresponding  scale  may  be  practicable  in  the  near 
future  when  vaccine  of  the  Kendrick  type  is  available  in  sufficient 
quantities. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  organised  on  a  local  basis  from  Northcotts  Clinic, 
Hatfield  (Telephone  :  Hatfield  2509).  Mrs.  L.  L.  Pakes,  the 
Organiser,  holds  office  hours  from  10-11  a.m.  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  of  each  week.  A  staff  of  20  home  helps  is 
maintained,  of  whom  approximately  one-half  are  part-time  (20  hours 
per  week)  and  the  other  half  casual  workers  employed  as  required. 
Over  thirty  cases  are  current  at  any  one  given  time,  and  one-third 
of  these  are  old  age  pensioners,  who  form  a  “  hard  core  ”  of  the  total 
cases,  in  that  the  necessity  for  home  help  does  not  decrease.  The  other 
two-thirds  comprise  maternity,  tuberculosis  and  short  term  cases, 
due  to  temporary  illness  of  the  mother.  The  proportion  of  maternity 
in  relation  to  other  cases  varies  considerably,  but  over  a  long  period 
may  be  said  to  approximate  to  one-third  of  the  total  cases. 

Ambulance  Service. 

One  ambulance  is  maintained  at  Hatfield  in  the  Fire  Station 
premises  and  is  manned  during  the  day  time  only  by  a  crew  of  five 
fully-trained  ambulance  men.  Night  cover  for  this  district  is  provided 
by  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  other  stations  adjoining. 

Hospital  Car  Service. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  on 
behalf  of  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  It  is  used  to  transport 
patients  to  and  from  hospitals  and  clinics,  and  is  a  most  valuable 
supplement  to  the  work  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service.  The  local 
organiser  is  Mrs.  B.  K.  Phillips-Williams,  43,  Endymion  Road,  Hatfield 
(Telephone  :  Hatfield  3138). 

Hertfordshire  Executive  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council  (Mr.  A.  E.  Short)  has  offices 
at  156-158,  Fore  Street,  Hertford,  and  is  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  a  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical  service  in  the 
area. 

Health  Education. 

The  work  of  educating  the  public  in  health  matters  goes  on 
unceasingly,  with  the  aid  of  leaflets,  posters  and  displays.  During  the 
first  half  of  the  year  an  exhibition  stand  was  obtained  on  loan  from 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  installed  in  the  waiting 
room  at  Northcotts  Clinic.  Various  topics  were  displayed  during  this 
period,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  propaganda,  by  means  of 
pictorial  representation,  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  most  successful 
forms  of  health  education. 
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Section  C.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  51 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  160 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  16 


Infective  Hepatitis 


4 


Measles . 


The  cases  were  uniformly  of  a  mild  character,  the  incidence  of 
serious  complications  being  low.  The  majority  of  the  cases  notified 
were  during  the.  last  three  months  of  the  year. 


Whooping  Cough. 

A  sharp  rise  in  the  notifications  occurred  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year,  both  in  the  town  of  Hatfield,  and  scattered 
throughout  the  Rural  District. 

O 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  notified  were  scattered  throughout  the  District,  and  no 
localised  outbreak  was  detected  in  any  schools  or  institutions.  The 
majority  of  the  notifications  occurred  during  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year.  It  is  now  considered  rarely  necessary  or  advisable  for  these 
mild  cases  of  scarlet  fever  to  be  admitted  to  an  Isolation  Hospital, 
as  it  has  been  found  in  practice  in  the  past  that  these  children  may 
come  into  contact  with  a  more  serious  type  of  the  disease  during  their 
stay  in  hospital,  a  second  more  severe  attack  resulting.  Provided 
facilities  are  available  in  the  home  for  room  isolation  of  these  mild 
cases,  they  are  undoubtedly  better  nursed  at  home,  and  provided 
simple  practical  instructions  regarding  current  disinfection  are  carried 
out,  they  are  unlikely  to  give  rise  to  further  cases. 


Poliomyelitis. 

Only  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  throughout  the  District 
during  the  year,  and  these  were  not  related.  The  first  occurred  during 
January  in  a  girl  aged  10  at  Guffley.,  The  second  occurred  in  a  girl 
aged  6  years  at  Hatfield  during  June.  Both  these  cases  resulted  in 
some  definite  residual  paralysis,  although  they  have  responded  to 
orthopaedic  supervision  and  physiotherapy.  The  third  case  during 
November  was  in  a  boy  aged  9  at  Ponsbourne  Park,  in  which  there  is 
no  residual  paralysis.  All  these  cases  were  closely  investigated  following 
notification,  and  contacts  kept  under  supervision  during  the  incubation 
period  of  the  disease. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

Fifteen  cases  of  mild  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a  Children's 
Home  at  Northaw  during  July.  Despite  full  and  careful  investigation 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  outbreak,  it  was  not  possible  to  deter¬ 
mine  precisely  the  cause  of  the  infection.  However,  following  a  full 
report  to  the  Middlesex  County  Council  regarding  this  outbreak  with 
observations  on  the  water  storage  in  the  building,  the  whole  water 
supply  and  softening  system  has  been  renewed  by  the  Middlesex 
County  Council.  No  further  cases  have  since  been  reported. 


Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. 

Eighteen  cases  of  ringworm  were  diagnosed  among  school- 
children  in  Hatfield  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  A  Woods 
Diagnostic  Lamp  was  available  for  diagnosis  through  the  School 
Health  Service,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  further  examination 
and  X-ray  treatment  where  necessary  at  the  St.  John  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Leicester  Square,  W.i. 


Tuberculosis. 

A  complete  check  was  made  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  present 
on  the  registers  for  this  area  during  the  year,  in  order  to  bring  the 
records  up  to  date,  and  as  correct  as  possible.  The  tuberculosis 
statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Pul.  N /Pul. 

Pul.  N/Pul. 

Total 

On  register  at  3 1  st  December, 

*949  . 

71  l3 

36 

16 

136 

Removals  from  the  register 

during  the  year  ... 

8  I 

3 

— 

12 

Added  to  the  register  during 

the  year  ... 

12  I 

O 

4 

34 

On  the  register  at  31st 

December,  1950  ... 

75  !3 

50 

20 

158 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at 

Osterhills  Hospital,  St.  Albans, 

under¬ 

takes  the  diagnosis,  treatment 

and  supervision  of  all 

cases 

in  the 

district,  the  Chest  Physician  attending  on  Thursday  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  patients  in  this  district.  In  each  case  following  diagnosis 
home  visiting  is  promptly  arranged  through  the  Health  Visitors 
attached  to  the  Clinic  and  a  full  report  of  the  home  circumstances  is 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  thus  able  to  assess 
the  special  needs  of  6ach  case  brought  on  to  the  register.  The  necessity 
for  special  consideration  of  the  housing  needs  of  tuberculous  persons 
is  fully  recognised  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council, 
and  high  priority  is  given  to  all  such  cases  represented  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  is  close  integration 
of  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 
with  the  other  social  services  in  the  district,  especially  Home  Nursing, 
Health  Visiting,  and  assistance  under  the  Home  Help  Scheme. 
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Section  D.  HOUSING. 


The  following  figures  for  the  year  are  provided  by  the  Housing 
Manager  : — 

As  at  31st  December,  1950 


a)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  1,294 

\b)  Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned 

accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  temporary  huts  103 

{d)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year  : 

(i)  New  accommodation  f  Temporary  ...  Nil 

\  Permanent  ...  93 

ii  Other  accommodation  Hockey  Lane 

Estate)  ...  ...  84 

Requisitioned  accommodation)  13 

(e)  Number  of  applicants  on  housing  lists  ...  1,089 


The  development  of  the  Hockey  Lane  Estate  to  provide  temporary 
homes  for  many  families  with  high  priority,  or  urgent  or  pressing 
health  and  social  difficulties  has  given  a  convenient  and  satisfactory 
temporary  solution  to  many  of  the  Council's  immediate  housing 
problems.  The  scheme  assists  in  spreading  the  present  urgent  demand 
for  permanent  accommodation  over  a  number  of  years. 


On  visiting  many  of  these  families,  and  comparing  them  in  their 
new  environment  with  their  difficulties  before  thev  were  rehoused, 
one  realises  the  very  great  advantages  resulting  from  the  initiative 
and  foresight  of  the  Council  in  developing  this  scheme.  On  viewing 
the  overall  picture,  however,  the  number  of  urgent  cases  on  the 
Council's  lists  may  well  increase  in  future  years,  owing  to  the  increasing 
needs  for  rehousing  families  living  in  caravans  and  deteriorating 
temporary  accommodation,  added  to  the  other  urgent  and  essential 
priorities  arising  from  families  in  older  accommodation.  The  large 
number  of  young  married  couples  both  without  children,  or  with  one 
child  who  have  been  registered  on  the  waiting  list  for  three,  four  or 
five  years  in  some  cases,  must  not  be  viewed  with  complacency,  while 
the  increasing  number  of  families,  especially  those  who  have  young 
children  living  in  caravans,  constitutes  an  ever-increasing  problem. 


W  hile  the  Council  has  made  a  start  by  providing  eight  bungalows 
for  elderly  couples,  this  is  only  a  very  limited  provision,  and  it  is  hoped 
will  be  expanded  considerably  in  the  future,  both  for  the  assistance 
of  these  old  persons,  and  in  order  to  release  accommodation  for  youhger 
families. 
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Section  E.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Barnet 
District  Water  Company  and  samples  of  the  water  supplied  by  them 
have  been  of  the  standard  indicated  by  the  following  typical  report  : — 
Number  of  Colonies  developing 

i  day  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 
37°C.  37°  C.  200  C. 

on  Agar  ...  ...  ...  o  per  ml.  1  per  ml.  1  per  ml. 

Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  No. 

Presumptive  Coli — Aerogenes 

Reaction  ...  ...  ...  —  ml.  100  ml.  o  per  100  ml. 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1)  ...  ...  —  ml.  100  ml.  o  per  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  ....  ...  —  ml.  100  ml. 

This  is  a  very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  consistent 
with  a  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

(1 Signed )  Gordon  Miles, 
for  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories.’ ’ 

28th  August,  1950. 


Extensions. 

The  progress  made  by  the  Council,  with  the  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Barnet  District  W ater  Company,  in  securing  an  available  public 
mains  supply  to  the  largest  possible  number  of  houses  is  shewn  by  the 
length  of  water  mains  of  all  sizes,  in  the  Hatfield  Rural  District  : 
(a)  in  1927,  when  the  Hatfield  Water  Undertaking  was  purchased  by 
the  Barnet  Water  Company  ;  ( b )  at  31st  December,  1939,  when  war 
had  broken  out  and  new  work  was  at  a  standstill  ;  and  (c)  at 
31st  December,  1950  : — 


Length  of  water  main 

Year 

(all  sizes) 

1927 

45?32 1  Yards 

x939 

121,467  yards 

!95o 

138,822  yards 

Water  Mains  laid'  by  the  Barnet  Water  Company  between 
1921-1939  under  Guaranteed  Agreements  with  the  Council. 

Years  Length 

1921-1939  14,44  Welham  Green,  Little  Heath,  Newgate 

yards  Street,  Northaw,  Mill  Green,  Pooleys 
Lane,  Lemsford  Road,  Stanborough 
and  Lemsford,  Parsonage  Road, 
Essendon. 
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Distribution  Mains  laid  in  Hatfield  Rural  District  under 
Agreement  with  the  Council  (Section  37,  Water  Act,  1945). 

1 945“ 1 949  Housing  Schemes. 

3,134  Lockley  Crescent,  Birchwood,  Wild 
yards  Hill,  Wei  ham  Green,  Little  Heath, 

Essendom 

Existing  Houses. 

839  Astwick,  Holwell  (Hertford  Road) 
yards 

Housing  Schemes. 

1,196  Newgate  Street,  Little  Heath,  Wei  ham 
yards  Green 

Existing  Houses. 

1,140  Cromer  Hyde.  Partly  laid  at  31st 
yards  December,  1950 — special  plant 

awaited  for  completion.  Estimated 

length,  1,977  yards. 

Distribution  Mains  laid  in  Hatfield  Rural  District  under 
Agreement  with  Builders,  etc. 

1946-1949  917  At  eight  sites  in  different  parts  of  the  district, 

yards. 

Distribution  of  the  Houses  without  a  Main  Supply. 

Parish  Dwelling-houses  without 

Public  Mains  Supply 


Hatfield  ...  ...  170 

North  Mymms  ...  27 

Northaw  ...  ...  1 

Essendon  ...  ...  4 


202 


T95° 


Completion  of  the  Cromer  Hyde  extension  and  the  other  approved 
extensions  at  Tylers  Causeway  and  Woodfield  Lane  will  reduce 
the  total  for  the  Hatfield  Parish  to  100  and  of  these,  70  are  served 
by  two  private  supplies. 

The  two  private  supplies  at  Stanborough  and  Ponsbourne  serve 
34  and  36  properties  respectively.  In  each  case,  the  supply  is  brought 
into  the  houses.  Both  private  systems  supply  water  of  good  quality 
and  their  principal  disadvantages  are  liability  to  mechanical  failure 
and  drought.  At  Ponsbourne,  an  adequate  reservoir  tends  to  over¬ 
come  these  difficulties,  but  at  Stanborough  which  has  a  small  storage 
capacity,  any  mechanical  breakdown  is  immediately  obvious.  Public 
mains  are  available  to  the  properties  served  by  the  Stanborough 
private  supply. 

The  remaining  cottages  consist  of  a  number  of  small  isolated  units 
such  as  park  lodges  and  agricultural  dwellings,  so  remote  as  to  make 
an  extension  of  the  main  impracticable. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Shortage  of  labour  and  the  unfavourable  weather  in  the  closing 
months  of  the  year  made  it  difficult  to  maintain  the  various  disposal 
works  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  particular,  it  was  not  possible 
to  do  the  autumn  ploughing  on  the  sludge  and  irrigation  areas  at 
Welham  Green  and  Cuffley,  as  the  tractor  could  not  work  on  the 
ground.  In  other  respects  maintenance  work  was  normal. 

The  construction  was  commenced  of  sand  filters  to  remove 
suspended  matter  from  the  effluent  at  the  Newgate  Street  works. 

A  tender  was  accepted  during  the  year  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  disposal  works  at  Northaw  to  deal  with  the  drainage  from  the 
existing  Council  houses  and  future  Council  development. 


Pumping  Stations. 

With  the  exception  of  a  major  breakdown  at  the  Stonehouse 
station,  the  pumping  stations  throughout  the  district  functioned 
satisfactorily. 

At  the  Stonehouse  station,  both  electric  motors  were  put  out  of 
action  and  damaged  when  the  pump  well  was  flooded. 

The  loan  of  a  motor  by  the  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Co.  and  the 
provision  of  skilled  assistance  in  installing  it  temporarily  enabled  the 
pumps  to  be  set  working  with  a  minimum  of  delay  and  continued  in 
operation  until  the  damaged  motors  were  repaired. 


Sewerage. 

There  was  only  one  serious  blockage  of  the  main  sewers  in  the 
district  during  the  year  ;  this  was  on  the  length  between  Roe  Green 
Lane  and  the  Barnet  By-Pass. 

The  ground  had  to  be  opened  at  the  point  of  blockage  which  was 
eventually  cleared  by  dragging  operations  to  clear  the  pipes  of  an 
accumulation  of  silt. 

» 

In  the  Hatfield  district,  there  were  additions  to  the  seweraee 
system  by  Council  Estate  development  and  the  start  of  the  New  Town 
Development  Corporation  Scheme  for  the  development  of  the  Roe 
Green  Area. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  Collection . 

Collection  throughout  the  area  was  maintained  on  a  fortnightly 
basis  by  direct  labour  and  contract. 
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The  Parishes  of  Hatfield  and  Essendon  were  serviced  by  the 
Council’s  Staff  and  the  Parishes  of  North  Mymms  and  Northaw  by 
contract. 

Difficulties  experienced  were  due  to  shortage  of  staff,  the  main 
problem  being  the  attraction  and  retention  of  sufficient  suitable  labour 
to  keep  establishment  high  enough  to  overcome  the  effects  of  adverse 
weather,  illness  and  holidays. 


Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Council  continued  to  operate  a  cleansing  service  with 
occasional  assistance  from  an  outside  contractor. 


Gulley  Emptying. 

The  Council  decided  to  undertake  the  cleansing  of  gulleys  in 
private  roads  throughout  the  district  and  to  this  end  took  over  all 
surface  water  sewers  in  private  roads,  not  previously  vesting  in  the 
Council.  A  contract  was  entered  into  for  cleansing  the  gullies  four 
times  a  year  and  one  emptying  throughout  the  district  had  been 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  669 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  1,728 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  ...  287 

Inspections  under  Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Enquiries  following  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Disinfections  following  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  55 

Inspections  re  Rodent  Control  (other  than  by  Operative)  ...  81 

Disinfestation  for  Bed-bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


Housing  Statistics. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  65 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  or  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  43 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  etc. 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  278 

„  ,,  Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  27 

„  ,,  Milk  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  69 

Milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Bye-laws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Act  were  adopted  by  the 
Council  on  16th  March,  1950,  a  copy  of  the  Model  Bye-Laws  having 
previously  been  sent  to  each  food  handler  together  .with  a  letter 
inviting  comment.  Only  a  few  replies  were  received  but  these  all 
commented  favourably  on  the  proposed  adoption.  On  receiving  the 
printed  copies  of  the  Bye-laws,  every  food  handler  was  visited 
personally  by  the  Inspector  so  that  opportunity  was  given  for  full 
discussion  of  the  particular  problems  of  each  type  of  trade. 


Milk  Samples. 

Designation  No.  of 

samples 

T.T.  (Farm  bottled)  ...  2 

T.T.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ...  ...  4 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  i..  20 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-designated  ...  ...  13 

Totals  ...  49 


x  indicates  that  the  test  does 


Methylene  Blue  Phosphatase 

Test  Test 


Passed 

Failed  Passed  Failed 

2 

0 

X 

X 

5 

O 

X 

X 

4 

O 

4 

0 

4 

O 

X 

X 

20 

O 

20 

0 

I 

O 

X 

X 

I  I 

2 

X 

X 

47 

2 

24 

0 

apply  to 

this 

type  of  milk. 

Samples  were  taken  from  distributors  only. 


School  milk  was  sampled  regularly  by  the  County  Council’s 
officers,  and  all  reports  were  satisfactory. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  inspections  of  the 
various  food  premises  in  the  District. 


Butchers'  Meat. 

Beef 
Mutton 
Offal  ... 


lbs. 

weight 

171 

281 

162 


614 


Tinned  Meat. 


No.  of 
tins 


Ham  ... 

•••  559 

(43) 

Corned  Beef  ... 

148 

(30) 

Corned  Mutton 

12 

(2) 

Stewed  Steak,  etc. 

18 

(16) 

Tongue 

6 

(0 

Rabbit... 

6 

(7) 

Beef  Loaf,  etc. 

50 

(55) 

r  Tinned  Foods. 

Fish 

14 

(30) 

Baked  Beans  ... 

23 

(26) 

Peas 

37 

(29) 

Other  vegetables 

73 

(47) 

Soups  ... 

10 

(11) 

Fruit  ... 

428 

(320) 

Jams,  etc. 

29 

(18) 

Milk . 

73 

(76) 

799  (154) 


687  (557) 


Total  No.  of  tins 


71 1 


Other  Foods. 


Bacon 
Cheese 
Sugar  ... 
Prunes 
Raisins,  etc. 
Eggs  . . . 


65 

8 

152 

3° 

33 


Total 


288 


1,498 


2,388  lbs. 
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Rodent  Control. 


Number  of  infestations  found  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  visits  for  inspection  and  treatment  ...  404 

Number  of  inspections  for  survey  purposes  ...  81 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  system  was  tested  and  treated  where 
necessary  and  the  sewage  disposal  works  were  all  treated  quarterly. 

A  loss  of  nearly  four  months  caused  by  the  resignations  of  two 
rodent  operatives  in  turn  was  partially  offset  by  the  employment  of 
part-time  labour. 


Factories  Acts. 

Number  in 
Register 

Inspections 

W  ritten 
Notices 

Inspections. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power... 

82 

36 

_ 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

5 

3 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

87  39 


The  factories  entered  in  the  register  are  engaged  in  45  different 
industries. 


Defects. 

Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 
Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences 


Referred 

Found  Remedied  By  H.M.  To  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 
II  I  — 


4  4 

1  1  —  3 

6613 


Outwork  ( Part  VIII  of  the  Act). 

% 

The  number  of  outworkers  was  23  and  there  was  no  instance  of 
work  being  carried  out  in  unwholesome  premises. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Only  one  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was  received,  and  an 
alteration  in  stoking  methods  effected  the  necessary  improvement. 

Observations  generally  showed  no  prolonged  emissions. 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  op  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


G, 


R.  TAYLOR,  ALB.,  B.S.  (Loud.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 

G.  B.  BORTHWICK,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.E.,  M.R.San.I., 
Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Clerk. 

A.  A.  W.  CALLABY. 
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Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,354 

Population  (mid  year  1950,  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar-General)  ...  ...  ...  5,190 

Number  of  inhabitants,  31st  December,  1950  1,544 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st  December, 

.  1950 . £37,894 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  £150 

Social  Conditions. 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  in  character,  the  old  town  of 
Welwyn,  where  the  Great  North  Road  crosses  the  River  Mini  ram, 
being  the  natural  centre  of  the  area.  The  two  parishes  of  Ayot 
St.  Lawrence  and  Ayot  St.  Peter  remain  sequestered  and  remote 
though  only  24  miles  north  of  London,  while  parts  of  Digswell, 
Welwyn  and  Woolmer  Green  have  developed  as  residential  areas. 
The  District  comprises  some  of  the  best  undulating  wooded  and 
agricultural  country  in  Hertfordshire,  and  fortunately  having  escaped 
the  urbanising  influences  of  the  inter-war  years,  retains  its  rural  charm. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

21 

32 

53 

Number  of  live  births  J  Legitimate 

48 

49 

97 

\  Illegitimate 

5 

— 

5 

Number  of  still  births  J  Legitimate 

2 

— 

\  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  deaths  of  j  Legitimate 

I 

— 

1 

infants  under  1  year  \  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality. 

One  death  occurred  of  an  infant  under  one  year,  the  small  number 
rendering  statistical  comparison  of  death  rates  with  previous  years  of 
little  significance. 

Male  1  day  Prematurity. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Death  Rates,  Birth  Rates  and  Infant 

Mortality  Rates  since  1940  : — 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

1940  ••• 

9*7 

14-4 

27m 

1941  ••• 

1 1  "9 

1 1  -4 

32*2 

1942  ... 

10-5 

15-6 

667 

1943  ••• 

10-2 

16-3 

12-8 

1944  ... 

8-9 

164 

— • 

1945  ... 

8-6 

14*6 

— 

1946  ... 

12-9  (11-5)* 

157 

(i9-i)* 

90-9  (43)* 

1947  ••• 

io*8  (12  -o) 

1 8*8 

(20-5) 

42-5  (41) 

1948  ... 

9-0  (io-8) 

18- 1 

( 1 7 '9) 

IO'5  (34) 

1949  ... 

I2'2  (i  I  7) 

20-1 

(16-7) 

18-9  (32) 

1950  ... 

10*2 

19-6 

9-8 

*The  relative  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths. 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  various  causes  of  all 
deaths  which  have  occurred — or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having 


occurred — in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) 

— 

I 

I 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

I 

— 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

6 

10 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Throm¬ 
bosis  ... 

3 

6 

9 

Heart  diseases  ... 

5 

14 

l9 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

2 

6 

Gastric  Ulcer  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  causes  ... 

2 

1 

3 

21 

32 
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Section  B .—GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  personal  health  services  throughout  the  district,  much 
of  the  day-to-day  administration  being  delegated  to  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  at  Howardsgate,  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Welwyn  (The  Hill). 

Infant  Welfare  ...  2-4  p.m.  Friday. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  9-12  noon  Thursday  (1st  only). 

*Dental  ...  ...  ^9.30-12.30  a. m.  Monday. 

\2-5  p.m. 

*  Temporarily  suspended. 

Woolmer  Green  (Village  Hall). 

Infant  Welfare  ...  2-4  p.m.  Tuesday  (2nd  and  4th). 

Ayot  St.  Lawrence. 

Infant  Weighing  ...  2.30-4  p.m.  Wednesday  (1st  only- 

may  vary). 

(Minor  ailments  are  treated  daily  at  1,  The  Crescent  (Nurse’s 
Residence)  between  8  and  9  a.m.) 

Child  Welfare  Service. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  premises  at  Welwyn  Hill  have  been 
completely  renovated  and  redecorated  during  the  year  by  the  local 
Welfare  Committee,  and  now  form  an  excellent  Centre  for  Ante  Natal 
and  Child  Welfare  work. 

Attendances ,  1950. 

Infant  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  991 

Ante  Natal  ...  ...  ...  66 
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The  Child  Welfare  attendances  show  little  variation  from  the 
previous  year’s  figures,  but  the  numbers  attending  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  show  a  slight  decrease.  This  reflects  the  position  in  other 
districts,  being  a  direct  result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  in  that  more  women  now  receive  their  ante  natal  supervision 
from  the  maternity  hospitals,  or  from  their  own  medical  practitioners. 
There  is  certainly  no  evidence  of  any  failure  to  seek  prompt  Ante 
Natal  supervision.  The  situation  is,  however,  now  becoming  stabilised 
as  the  latest  figures  show  that  the  attendances  are  being  maintained. 


Nursing  Services. 

Miss  I.  A.  Green,  1,  The  Crescent,  Welwyn,  the  home  nurse/ 
midwife,  carries  out  the  domiciliary  nursing,  midwifery  and  health 
visiting  for  most  of  the  Plural  District,  although  nurses  from  Tewin, 
Wheathampstead  and  Codicote  assist  in  the  outlying  parishes.  Their 
work  is  supervised  by  Miss  E.  E.  Williams,  the  Divisional  Nursing 
Officer. 

There  is  a  very  active  voluntary  committee  at  the  Welwyn  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  who  carry  out  many  of  the  routine  and  non-specialised 
tasks  at  the  clinic,  and  also  are  responsible  for  the  upkeep  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  clinic  premises. 

School  Health  Services. 

During  the  year  children  in  each  of  the  prescribed  age  groups 
were  medically  examined  at  the  maintained  schools  in  the  district, 
namely,  three  primary,  one  secondary,  and  one  nursery  school,  and 
those  with  defects  followed  up  to  ensure  that  treatment  is  obtained. 

Facilities  for  speech  therapy  and  ophthalmic  treatment  are 
available  at  the  Community  Centre,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  at 
Northcotts  Clinic  at  Hatfield.  Children  for  orthoptic  treatment 
attend  the  clinic  at  Hatfield  and  Child  Guidance  cases  are  seen  at 
Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans.  Minor  ailments  are  treated  by  the 
District  Nurse  between  8  and  9  a.m.  daily  at  1,  The  Crescent. 

Dental  facilities  are  unfortunately  still  in  abeyance,  and  the  lack 
of  this  essential  supervision  is  reflected  all  too  often  in  emergency 
extractions  being  made,  following  an  attack  of  toothache.  There  is 
as  yet  no  sign  of  the  staffing  difficulties  being  overcome,  but  ortho¬ 
dontic  treatment  may  be  obtained  at  the  Dental  Clinic  held  fortnightly 
at  Northcotts,  Hatfield. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Latest  statistics  show  that  the  percentage  of  young  children  who 
have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  at  a  satisfactory  level, 
and  rule  out  the  possibility  of  an  outbreak  occurring  in  any  major 
proportions.  There  have  not  been  any  notifications  of  the  disease 
during  the  year,  and  this  fact  makes  more  difficult  the  task  of  per¬ 
suading  parents  to  accept  immunisation  for  their  children.  It  is  all 
the  more  pleasing,  therefore,  to  note  that  there  is  no  decline  in  the 
acceptance  rate,  although  here  and  there  one  meets  parents  who  have 
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no  realisation  of  the  need  for  diphtheria  prevention.  Vaccination 
against  small-pox  is  now  accepted  policy  for  infants  up  to  two  years 
of  age,  although  the  obligation  lapsed  with  the  passing  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Home  Help  Service. 

The  local  organiser  for  Welwyn  Rural  District  is  Mrs.  E.  R* 
Dawson,  Divisional  Health  Office,  Howardsgate,  Welwyn  Garden 
City  (Telephone  :  Welwyn  Garden  4144).  The  service  has  been  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  although  at  times  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  in  finding  suitable  home  helps  within  the  Rural 
District.  Although  it  has  usually  been  possible  to  cover  all  demands  on 
the  service,  there  is  a  need  for  women  in  each  parish  who  would  be 
willing  to  be  registered  for  casual  home  help  work  in  this  essential 
service.  It  is  difficult  to  employ  full  time  home  helps  in  a  scattered 
district,  where  the  demand  fluctuates  considerably,  apart  from  the 
small  number  of  old  persons  and  chronic  invalids  receiving  help. 

Hospitals. 

The  district  is  served  by  its  own  hospital,  the  Queen  Victoria 
Memorial  Hospital,  which  has  40  beds  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases.  Within  reach  are  the  larger  hospitals  at  Hitchin, 
Hertford  and  St.  Albans,  where  full  diagnostic  and  specialist  facilities 
are  available.  The  majority  of  maternity  patients  needing  hospital 
confinement  are  admitted  to  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Maternity 
Hospital,  but  maternity  beds  are  available  also  at  Hitchin  and 
St.  Albans. 

Executive  Council. 

The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  providing 
a  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical  service  in  the  area. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Short  is  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  has  offices  at  156-158, 
Fore  Street,  Hertford. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Since  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  assumed  control  of  the 
Ambulance  Brigade,  the  staff  and  ambulances  attached  to  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Station  cover  all  calls  in  the  Welwyn  Rural  District,  and 
are  assisted  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 

Section  C .—INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 


the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  9 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  area  have 
been  very  light  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

The  two  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  town  of  Welwyn  but  were 
both  non-paralytic  cases  which  have  recovered  completely. 

Food  Poisoning. 

The  two  cases  reported  were  related  to  an  outbreak  of  mild 
gastro-enteritis  in  a  factory  in  Welwyn  Garden  City,  where  these  two 
men  were  employed.  The  outbreak  is  reported  in  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  section  of  this  report. 

Measles. 

These  have  been  remarkably  light  and  mild  in  character  follow¬ 
ing  the  outbreak  in  1949,  when  74  cases  were  reported. 

Tuberculosis. 

A  complete  check  was  made  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
registers  of  the  district  during  the  year,  in  order  to  bring  the  records 


up  to  date,  and  as  correct  as 

possible.  The 

Tuberculosis 

statistics 

for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Male 

Pul.  N /Pul. 

Female 

Pul.  N/Pul. 

Total 

On  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1949  ... 

14  I 

10  6 

31 

Removals  from  the  register 
during  the  year  ... 

2  — 

—  1 

3 

Added  to  the  register  during 
the  year  ... 

3 

1  — 

4 

On  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1950  ... 

l5  1 

11  5 

32 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic 

at  Osterhills 

Hospital,  St. 

Albans, 

undertakes  the  treatment  of  cases  in  Welwyn,  and  the  southern  part 
of  the  District,  while  cases  from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green 
area  attend  Letchworth  Clinic.  Home  visiting  of  all  cases  is  main¬ 
tained  through  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  and  the  Home 
Nurses,  a  nd  the  special  housing  needs  of  each  case  is  fully  investigated. 


Section  D„  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1 .  Water  Supply. 

(a)  Public  Supply . 

A  very  small  dose  of  chlorine  has  been  continuously  applied  to 
all  public  water  supplies  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  taken  from  the  various  storages  in  turn  have  been 
submitted  monthly  for  analysis  and/or  bacteriological  examination. 
The  reports  have  been  consistently  satisfactory. 

Public  supply  is  available  throughout  the  Parish  of  W elwyn  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  Peter. 
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The  average  weekly  consumption  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
31st  March,  1951,  was  : — 

(i)  From  Welwyn  Garden  City  Waterworks 

(including  450,653  galls,  per  week 

supplied  in  bulk  to  Hertford  R.D.C.)...  1,754,038  galls. 

(ii)  From  Welwyn  Waterworks  ...  ...  494,590  ,, 

(iii)  Total  from  the  two  sources  consumed  in 

Welwyn  Rural  District  ...  ...  1,797,975  ,, 


(b)  Private  Supplies. 

The  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  remains,  as  before,  dependant 
upon  private  supplies  but  a  scheme  for  providing  a  piped  supply  has 
been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  There  is  likely  to  be  long 
delay  before  the  necessary  pipes  and  fittings  can  be  obtained,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  start  work  on  the  scheme  towards 
the  end  of  1951  or  early  in  1952. 


2.  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  number  of  cesspools  or  sewage  tanks  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
cesspool  emptier  during  the  year  was  610  (709  loads  average  1*16  loads 
per  emptying). 

In  addition,  the  sewage  tank  at  Oaklands,  for  which  the  Council 
is  responsible,  was  emptied  89  times  (42 1|  loads — average  4-73  loads 
per  emptying)  and  in  addition  the  undermentioned  Council  properties 
were  emptied  : 


Council  Offices  (Sewage  Tank)  ... 

Welwyn  Sewage  Pumping  Station  (Screen¬ 

1  time 

2  loads 

ing  Chamber) 

Woolmer  Green  Sewage  Pumping  Station 

10  times 

10J  „ 

(Screening  Chamber)  ... 

21  „ 

33i  „ 

Burnham  Green  Cottages  (Sewage  Tank) 

3  » 

3  » 

Station  Road  Cottages  (Sewage  Tank)  ... 

4  55 

5  „ 

Danesbury  Camp  (Sewage  Tank) 

2  „ 

1  load 

Digswell  Camp  (Sewage  Tank)  ... 

2  „ 

if  loads 

The  average  daily  flow  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was 
80,552  gallons. 

The  lowest  daily  flow  was  53,000  gallons  on  28th  January  on 
which  day  there  was  no  rain.  The  highest  daily  flow  was  271,000 
gallons  on  the  20th  November,  on  which  day  there  was  a  rainfall  of 
1*19  inches,  following  a  fall  of  0-24  inches  on  the  previous  day. 

A  scheme  of  main  sewerage  for  the  Mardley  Hill,  Oaklands, 
Canonsfield  and  Danesbury  area  is  under  consideration  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  intention  is  to  abandon  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Woolmer  Green  and  lay  a  trunk  sewer  to  bring  all  sewage 
down  to  the  works  at  Welwyn  which  are  to  be  enlarged  to  deal  with  it. 
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3-  Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
during  the  year  was  28-089  inches. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  five  years  1946-50  was 
24-281  inches. 

During  1950  there  was  a  measurable  fall  of  rain  on  180  separate 
days,  the  heaviest  daily  fall  being  1-19  inches  on  the  20th  November. 
The  wettest  month  was  November  with  5-035  inches  of  rain  and  the 
driest  month  was  October  with  0-430  inches  of  rain. 


4.  House  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

A  house-to-house  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage 
was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  throughout  the  year. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  of  various  types  which  was  sold  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1951,  was  54  tons  3  cwts.  1  qr.  o  lbs.,  and 
the  payment  received  for  this  was  £333  14s.  od. 

The  grand  total  of  salvage  disposed  of  since  a  separate  collection 
of  salvage  was  started  in  March,  1940,  is  1,081  tons  1 1  cwts.  1  qr.  9  lbs., 
and  this  has  been  sold  for  £4,132  6s.  id. 


5.  Sanitary  Inspections  and  Visits  for  Special  Purposes. 

Premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  128 

Premises 

The  purpose  of  these  visits  was  as  follows  : — 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Nuisances 
Cesspools 
Drains 
Restaurants 
Food  ... 

Disinfections  following  infectious  disease 
Pig  sties,  poultry  and  rabbits 
Shops  ... 

Bakehouses 
Infectious  disease 
Insect  pests 
Water  supply  ... 

Outworkers 
Miscellaneous 

86 

follows  : — 

...  ...  3 

1 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  as 
Scarlet  F ever  ... 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Poliomyelitis  ... 


W 

8 

5 

5 

2 

4 

2 

3 

4 

5 
3 
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6.  Moveable  Dwellings — Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269. 

Twelve  licences  to  station  caravans  on  various  sites  were  operative 
during  the  year.  It  is  the  Council’s  custom  to  issue  such  licences 
for  twelve  months  at  a  time  only. 

7.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  etc. 

No  new  cases  came  under  notice  during  the  year. 

8.  Housing. 

(i)  New  Houses.  One  new  house  was  completed  and  three 
buildings  were  reconditioned  to  provide  habitable  accommodation, 
by  private  enterprise.  Seventeen  houses  were  completed  by  the 
Council,  making  a  total  of  21  additional  separate  dwellings  during 
the  year. 

(ii)  Council's  Housing  Programme.  During  the  year  contracts  for 
the  erection  of  two  pairs  of  bungalows  for  old  people  and  for  20  flats 
at  Hawbush  Common  were  made  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  2 1  houses, 
4  bungalows  and  14  flats  (total  39  dwellings)  were  under  construction. 

(iii)  Erection  of  Houses  by  Private  Enterprise.  During  the  year  the 
Council  were  only  able  to  issue  two  building  licences  for  the  erection 
of  dwellings  by  private  persons,  this  being  the  then  authorised  10  per 
cent,  of  the  Council’s  total  allocation  of  new  dwellings  for  the  year. 

(iv)  Requisitioned  Property.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council 
held  five  dwellings  under  requisition  and  seven  separate  families 
and/or  tenants  living  alone  were  housed  therein. 

(v)  Hutted  Camps.  Thirty-two  families  are  still  housed  in 
ex-Service  huts  (originally  occupied  by  squatters)  in  two  Camps,  viz., 
26  at  Danesbury  Park  and  6  at  Digswell. 

9.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Food  as  detailed  below  was  inspected  and  certified  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  either  destroyed,  disposed  of  as  pig  food 
returned  to  the  suppliers  for  salvage.  Certificates  were  issued  in  all 
cases  to  the  persons  by  whom  the  food  was  held  at  the  time  of  inspec¬ 
tion,  in  accordance  with  the  emergency  arrangements  agreed  with 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  Ministry  of  Health. 


(i)  Food  in  tins  or  other  containers. 


Description 


Weight 


No.  of  Containers 


cwts.  lbs.  oz. 


Meat  ... 
Milk 


48 


31 

28 


37  12 

33  144 

69  2j 

23  o 

5  4 

8  1  if 


Vegetables,  miscellaneous 
Fruit,  miscellaneous 
Preserves 
Soup  ...  .... 

Fish,  miscellaneous  ... 


45 

*5 

6 

16 


1 89 


2  i5  if 
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(ii)  Loose  Foods. 

Meat 
Fish  ... 

Dried  Fruit  ... 
Sausages 
Total  weight  of 


lbs. 

...  247 

56 

100 

38  Total 
foods  condemned 


3  cwt.  105  lb. 

6  cwt.  8  lb.  if  oz. 


£c  Clean  Food  ”  Bye-Laws 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  bye-laws  (based  upon  the 
model  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food)  under  Section  15  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and 
Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling, 
Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air. 


10.  Rodent  Control  and  Pest  Destruction. 

In  order  to  carry  out  their  duties  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Plitchin  Rural  and  Royston  Urban  District  Councils  for  the  operation 
of  a  joint  scheme. 

The  scheme  has  worked  smoothly  and  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year  and  the  following  table  gives  a  record  of  work  done  in 
Welwyn  Rural  District  during  the  year. 


] 

Number  of  hours  worked 

No.  of 

Sewers 

Refuse 

Tips, 

etc. 

Private 

dwell¬ 

ings 

Business 

premises 

Block 

inspec¬ 

tion 

Total 

JLv  CX-  L3 

and/or 
Mice 
picked  up 

24i 

I  I  I 

M1! 

39f 

I 

3°8 

R.  M. 
573  58 

55 


